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PREFACE. 

THE  Author  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  fheets  hath  endeavoured 
faithfully,  and  impartially,  to  re¬ 
late  the  events  that  concern  the 
indent  colony  of  Barbados.  His 
liotive  to  this  attempt,  was  in 
ome  degree  a  gratification  of  his 
imufement,  by  filling  up  fome 
eifure  hours,  in  a  manner  not  to¬ 
ady  ufelefs  to  himfelf  or  the 

A  2  public; 
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public  ;  but  principally  to  drew, 
that  Barbados  hath  always  preferved 
a  uniform  and  Ready  attachment 
to  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  is 
intitled  to  the  affedion  and  indul¬ 
gence  of  the  mother  country.  All 
people  naturally  wifh  to  receive 
iome  account  ol  tneir  native  coun¬ 
try  \  of  its  confhtution,  and  its  pro 
preis  to  power  and  opulence.  It 
then  this  fhort  performance,  meets 
the  approbation,  or  adds  to  the  a- 
mufement,  or  gratifies  the  curiofity, 
of  the  natives  of  that  lfianu,  the 
Author  will  think  the  time  he  has 
employed  in  this  compofition  not 

Uiifpent. 

H< 
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He  is  aware,  that  Tome  readers 
will  think  this  volume  tooconcife; 
in  truth,  he  intended  it  only  as  an 
introduction  to  a  more  general  hif- 
tory ;  but  he  has  neither  inclina¬ 
tion  or  phlegm  enough  to  fpin  out 
fo  dry  a  fubject  to  a  greater  length  : 
fome  one  with  equal  leifure,  and 
greater  abilities,, may  improve,  and 
make  more  perfect,  this  work.  He 
knows  that  there  may  be  other  readers 
who  will  attempt  to  difcover  great¬ 
er  faults;  thefe  fhould  read  the  fa¬ 
ble  of  the  Miller,  his  Son,  and 
their  Afs.  To  fatisly  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  the  world,  is  highly  im¬ 
probable  ;  to  pleafe  the  whole  of 

A  3  it? 


it,  impofiible  :  we  continually  find 
that  very  able  authors,  writing 
upon  the  moft  important  fubjeffs, 
are  roughly  handled  by  the  artful 
critic ;  how  then  can  a  writer  ex- 

.•*  C  ,  •  f'l  \  » -  i  \  *•  %  >*•  \  ‘  •,  wi  |  \  f.  ’%  C  ♦  fTf  f  f 

pe£t  to  efcape,  who  wifiies  not  for 
applaufe,  but  is  ambitious  only  of 
lerving  the  country  he  treats  of* 
and  who  cares  not  a  jot  for  the 
cenforious  critic’s  rod.  —  What  is 
laid  upon  the  fubjeff  of  Privileges, 
is  offered  only  for  the  benefit  of 
Barbados,  and  for  no  other  view 
or  reafon  whatever:  As  to  the 
fuppofition  of  this  part  of  the  hif- 
tory  being  intended  to  injure  any 
man,  ’tis  a  thought  the  Author 
delpifes,  as  heartily  as  he  does  the 

remark- 
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remarker  who  fuggefted  it:  the 
Hero  of  the  page  mu  ft  be  repre¬ 
sented  in  his  true  colours,  which 

f  r  FT  J  *T  !•  'w-4  •  i  t  ni  a  Ti  ■*  *•*  ,  a  s 

are  really  not  intended  (nor  never 
were  intended)  to  be  exaggerated ; 
though  the  Author  muft  confefs, 
he  is  not  forry,  if  the  lot  has  fallen 
to  a  Don-Quixot-like  Knight. 

j  (  ;  [  w  ...  *  i  —  ' 


Indeed  it  is  ftrange,  that  not  any 
a  Hiftorical  Account  hath  ever  ap- 

a  Ligon’s  Account  does  not  contain  a  fpace 
of  forty  years,  and  only  tells  us  of  the  fSrft 
fettlers.  The  Account  of  Barbados  in  the 
Britifh  Empire  in  America  is  a  very  final  1  part 
of  a  large  work  in  two  volumes-  Whether 
the  Memoirs  of  the  firft  Settlement  of  Barba¬ 
dos,  publifhed  in  1742,  can  be  called  an  Hi  ft 

torical  Account,  muft  be  fubmitted  to  the 
Reader,  • 
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peared  of  an  ifiand  of  fo  much  con- 
fequence  to  the  mother  country  as 
Barbados  is,  whofe  loyalty  has  of¬ 
ten  been  experienced ;  whofe  af- 
fiftance  never  was  denied ;  and 
whole  acquiefcence  to  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  Great  Britain  ^  a  late  remark¬ 
able  inftance  has  fully  exemplifi¬ 
ed.  An  ifland  too,  to  which  be¬ 
longs  a  merit  peculiar  to  itfelf ;  it 
has  not,  for  threefcore  years  paft, 
coft  one  {hilling  of  expence  to 
Great  Britain,  except  a  few  pieces 
of  cannon  that  were  granted  upon 
application  many  years  ago;  what 
falaries  are  paid  by  the  crown  to  its 


b'  Stamp  Aft. 


officers, 
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officers,  are  all  provided  by  the  four 
and  hall  per  cent.  duty. 

Tf  ^  * 

The  diftance  of  time  and  place, 
and  the  difficulty  of  gathering  ma¬ 
terials,  will,  it  is  hoped,  excufe  any 
mifreprefentations,  or  other  errors 
that  may  appear  in  this  work.  The 
Author’s  acquaintance  with  many 
of  the  circumftances  he  relates,  au¬ 
thentic  matters  of  record,  and  the 
affiftance  of  fome  old  writers,  as 
well  as  fome  of  modern  date,  have 
enabled  him  to  throw  together  the 
follow  ins;  anecdotes.  He  hath  been 

O 

particularly  attentive  to  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  fadls.  Truth  ought  to  be 

the  foundation  upon  which  every 

fc  rib  - 
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fcribblingbuilder  fhould  ered  his  fa¬ 
bric  ;  notwithftanding  the  pleafant 
remark  of  an  ingenious  c  author, 
whofe  works  the  adions  of  man¬ 
kind  give  too  great  fandion  to. 
“  Truth,”  fays  this  elegant  wri¬ 
ter,  “  by  her  native  beauty  is 
“  fure  to  charm  j  yet,  from  her  re- 
‘c  pugnancy  to  moll  men’s  interefts, 
u  fhe  is  feldom  welcome ;  politici- 
“  ans  are  afraid  of  her,  parties  de- 
“  teft  her,  and  all  profeffions  agree, 

“  that  fhe  is  very  dangerous  if  fuf- 
“  fered  togo  about  in  public.” 

c  jenyns’s  Origin  of  Evil. 


m  HE  N 


WHEN  this  edition  was  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  prefs,  the  Author 
was  favored  with  a  fight  of  feme 
remarks,  publifhed  in  Barbados, 
upon  the  firfi  edition  of  this  work. 
Thefe  remarks  contain  feme  ajfer- 
tions  that  are  falfe,  many  confu¬ 
table,  ana  all  of  them  uncandid, 
and  ungenerous .  "They  are  writ - 
t en  with  the  peevijhnefs  of  a  child, 
whofe  play-thmgs  have  been  difiurb- 
ed  j  and  with  an  impetuofity ,  that 
Jhews  the  remarker  has  been  touched 
upon  a  fore  part,  and  that  he  has 
felt  the  rub.  ‘The  remarker  will 
not  be  indulged  with  a  reply ,  be- 

caufe 
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caufe  a  reply  would  be  food  for  his 
dijlempcred  appetite ,  and  would 
run  him  into  his  delight j  ul ,  hobby - 
horfical  labyrinth ,  through  which 
folds  patience  only  could  fupport 
the  purfuit  of  him :  but  if  ever 
Fate  fhould  bring  together  in  the 
fame  If  and,  the  remarker  and  the 
author ,  they  may  be  better  acquaint¬ 
ed*,  for  the  latter  will  not  wifh  to 
conceal  himf elf  from  his  angry  friend 
the  remarker .  For  toe  prefent ,  the 
V/riter  of  the  remarks ;  who  is  well- 
known ,  and  whofe  pen ,  anven  on 
by  his  cacoetlies  fcribendi,  fee  a 
barber  s  feiffars ,  is  always  flipping 
whether  it  cuts  or  not \  will  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  ride  his  hobby -horfe ,  in 

full 
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full  Jpeed ,  uninterrupted ;  and  to 
indulge,  untnolejled ,  his  talent  for 
controvert}  * which  he  tunes  natu¬ 
rally  to^  line  fijhss  in  Indict)  that 
are  faid  to  have  worms  in  their 
heads ?  and  fiwim  always  again/} 

the  fir  earn. 
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A  SHORT 

History  of  Barbados. 

Of  its  Situation,  Settlement,  and 

Government. 

Barbados,  the  moft  conliderable, 
and  moft  windward  of  the  Ca- 
ribbee  iflands,  extends  from  lati¬ 
tude  13  to  13.  20  N.  and  from  longitude 
58.  50  to  59.  3  W.  from  London,  and 
is  about  thirty  miles  long,  and  twenty 
broad.  Its  fituation  gives  it  many  advan¬ 
tages  over  the  other  Caribbees  ;  particu¬ 
larly  that  of  its  being  the  firft  port  where 
provifion  ihips  and  others  ufually  ftop. 
It  is  ftrange  that  the  Englilh  in  general 


are 


t-W'gL  P  -jt  ' 

?  *  ,  ;..  .•  .Kit'  /.aJS 

_ 


[  ^  ] 

are  fo  much  in  the  dark  as  they  are,  with 
regard  to  their  original  polfeflion  of  that 
valuable  ifland  :  nor  can  it  be  otherwife 
accounted  for,  than  by  the  firft  colonies 
being  fo  much  immerfed  in  commercial 

O 

purfuits,  that  they  gave  very  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  matters  of  mere  curiofity.  Even 
the  origin  of  its  name  is  doubtful;  fome 
attributing  it  to  a  tree,  whole  diftant  ap¬ 
pearance  refembles  ahuman  beard.  Others, 
perhaps  with  more  probability,  think, 
that  it  was  firft  called  Los  Barbados  by 
the  Portuguefe,  from  the  barbarous  un¬ 
cultivated  profpeCt  it  afforded. 

The  author  of  the  Natural  Hiftory  of 

Barbados  has  laboured  to  prove,  that  this 

ifland  was  once  inhabited  by  Indians  ;  but 

his  arguments  are  all  conjectural ;  he  tells 

us,  that  many  Indian  inflruments  and 

Indian  huts,  were  found  heie  by  the 

firft  let  tiers ;  but  we  have  not  any  cer¬ 
tain 
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tain  account  of  Indians  having  ever  been 
difcovered  in  this  ifland  :  nor  any  remains 
feen  of  the  antient  Caribbeans.  It  is 
not  improbable,  however,  but  thefe  in* 
fh  uments  might  have  been  brought 
hither,  and  thefe  huts  built,  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  might  have  flopt  here  in 
their  voyages  to  and  from  Brazil. 

When  the  Englifh  firfl:  difcovered  Bar¬ 
bados,  is  not  with  certainty  afcertained  ; 
but  from  the  mod:  probable  accounts  we 
are  led  to  conclude,  it  muft  have  been 
between  the  years  1615  and  1624.  When 
the  great  fire  happened  in  Bridge-Town 
in  1668,  when  many  records  were  de- 
ftroyed,  fome  papers  were  preferved, 
which  were  afterwards  printed  ;  by  thefe 
it  appeared,  that  an  Englifh  fhip  called 
the  Olive,  homeward  bound  from  Gui- 
ney,  touched  there,  and  landed  fome 
men,  who  fet  up  a  crofs  in  of  near  St. 

B  James’s 
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Tames’s  Town,  and  marked  on  a  tree,- 
“  James  king  of  England,  and  this  ifland.” 
Afterwards,  about  the  year  1624,  it  is 
clear,'  from  many  authentic  accounts, 
that  a  fhip  belonging  to  Sir  William 
Courteen  (one  of  the  mod:  conliderable 
merchants  in  London)  flopt  at  this 
ifland.  About  thirty  of  the  crew  landedr 
and  made  a  fettlement  on  the  weftward 
part  of  the  ifland  •,  although  they  found 
the  country  entirely  uninhabited,  and 
overgrown  with  thick  woods. 


They  ehofe  William  Deane  their 
leader,  and  eredted  the  Britifh  colours 
upon  the  infant  fortifications.  At  the 
return  of  this  fhip  to  England,  the  fa¬ 
vourable  report  made  of  the  ifland,  in¬ 
duced  Sir  William  Courteen  and  his 
friends  to  fit  out  two  fhips,  with  all  kinds 
of  neceflaries  for  planting  and  fortifying 
this  new  acquired  ifland  ;  but  his  defign 

■  was 
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^vas  no  fooner  known,  than  Hay  Earl 
of  Caihfle  applied  for  and  obtained  a  gift 
from  the  crown  of  all  the  Caribbee 
iflands.  This,  however,  did  not  pre¬ 
vent  Courteen’s  fhips  from  failing ;  for 
the  Earl  of  Carlifie  happened  at  that  time 
to  be  abroad  upon  an  embaffy  •  and 
Courteen  availing  himfelf  of  the  earl’s 
abfence,  prevailed  on  his  friend  and  pa¬ 
tron,  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  to  obtain 
from  Charles  I.  a  grant  of  this  ifland,  in 
truft  for  Courteen  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  feveral  adventurers  went  out  in 
Courteen’s  fhips. 

When  the  earl  of  Carlifie  returned 
from  his  embafly,  he  was  lurprized  to 
hear  of  the  fettlement  that  had  been 
made  upon  an  ifland  that  Was  within  his 
prior  grant,  and  refolved  to  defeat  it :  to 
th  is  end,  he  made  an  agreement  with 
five  or  fix  merchants  of  London  for  ten 

B  2  thoufand 
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thoufand  acres  in  the  nature  of  a  leafe, 
to  be  fettled  under  the  diredtion  of  a 

a 

perfon  of  their  own  chufing  :  the  choice 
fell  upon  Charles  Woolferdone,  who 
went  to  Barbados  with  fixty-four  perfons, 
to  whom  the  ten  thoufand  acres  had  been 

ornated.  Woolferftone*  foon  after  his 

& 

arrival,  emitted  a  proclamation,  in  which 
he  treated  the  Pembroke  fettlement  as  an 
ufurpation,  and  fummoned  thofe  fettlers 
to  appear  at  the  Bridge-Town  :  they 
obeyed  3  and  being  few  in  number,  fub- 
mitted  to  Carliile  s  authority.— —The  eail 
of  Carliile  now  applied  to  the  throne  to 
redrefs  his  grievances 5  complaining  of 
the  wrongs  done  him  by  Sir  William 
Courteen.— The  king  hereupon  annulled 
the  grant  to  the  earl  of  Pembroke  3  and 
gave  to  the  earl  of  Carliile  a  fecond  pa¬ 
tent,  dated  in  April  1629,  confirming  the 
former,  and  explaining  all  doubts  that 
had  arifen  thereto. 

In 
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In  1629  the  earl  of  Carlifle  font  out 
colonel  Henry  Hawley,  governor  of  Bar¬ 
bados  ;  and  though  there  were  then  but 
few  inhabitants  in  the  country,  yet  from 
this  period  to  the  government  of  Mr.  Bell 
in  1641  (when  the  civil  war  drove  great 
numbers  of  people  from  England  thither) 
we  find  the  ifland  to  have  been  conti¬ 
nually  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny  and  internal 
diflentions  :  owing  to  the  arbitrary  and 
violent  difpofition  of  Mr.  Hawley,  who 
was,  at  laft,  fent  a  prifoner  to  England, 
and  his  pofl'eflions  feized  by  Henry 
Hunkes  for  treafonable  practices. 


The  earl  of  Carlifle  confirmed  and  ap¬ 
proved  the  conduct  of  Hunkes,  who  af- 
l'umed  the  command  of  this  little  colony 
until  the  year  1641,  when  the  earl  ap¬ 
pointed  Philip  Bell  lieutenant-governor 
of  Barbados. 


During 


2, 
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During  the  government  of  Mr.  Bell, 
Barbados  was  fettled,  and  a  conftitutional 
fyftem  eftablifhed,  Laws  were  framed 

‘V*  o  t, 

for  the  fecurity  of  property,  and  punifli- 
ment  of  vice.  Then  it  was  that  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  England  ferved  to  people 
Barbados.  Then  it  was  that  this  infant 
colony  afforded  a  fafe  retreat  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  her  mother-country,  where 
many  families,  antient  and  opulent,  hav¬ 
ing  expended  their  patrimony  in  fupport 
of  monarchy,  or  having  been  plundered 
of  their  wealth  by  ufurpers,  fought  in  this 
diftant  ifle  the  re-eftablifhment  of  that 
fortune  they  had  been  robbed  of,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  that  peace  they  had  been 

denied  in  their  native  land.- - Thus  was 

Barbados  peopled  and  fettled.  d  An  old 
author,  treating  of  this  illand,  tells  us, 
that  Barbados  was  foonefl  peopled  of  all 

d  Sec  vol.  II.  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in  America. 

our 
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our  colonies,  and  was  fettled  by  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  good  families,  and  moderate 
fortunes. 

hemmi  oi&w  ?wsJ  sberfhldsfb  meflyt 

To  prove  this  affertion,  we  could 

here  mention  many  of  the  fir  ft  lettlers, 
who  were  tempted  to  migrate  hither, 
and  make  this  colony  their  afylum ; 
whofe  anceftors  were  feated  with  a 
comfortable  affluence  in  different  parts 
of  England,  and  particularly  in  the 
counties  of  Cornwall,  Devonfhire,  Staf¬ 
ford,  Surry,  Middlefex,  Effex,  Suf¬ 
folk,  Kent :  but  mankind  are  all  of  a 
race  equally  antient  •,  and  the  bufinefs 
of  hiftory  is  not  to  follow  whimfical 
genealogifts,  but  to  pretent  objects, 
and  relate  fadls,  worthy  to  employ  the 
attention  of  reafonable  beings. 

2 1  r j {  *|  io ft  i 

During  this  period  the  inhabitants  in¬ 
creased  fo  faft,  that  it  was  computed 

'  « 

B  4  that 
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that  in  1&50  there  were  twenty  thou- 
fand  white  men;  and  that  the  iiland 
could  then  mufter  ten  thoufand  foot, 
and  one  thoufand  horfe,  for  its  de- 
fence.  Governor  Bell  now  thought  of 
making  proper  regulations  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  an  ifland  become  fo  popu¬ 
lous  and  important.  He,  by  the  advice 
of  a  council  of  his  own  appointing 
confifting  of  ten  gentlemen,  formed 
an  aflembly  to  reprefent  the  people. 
The  ifland  was  divided  into  four  circuits 

and  eleven  parishes.- - 'The  great  in- 

creafe  of  white  men  upon  the  ifland, 
occafioned  a  proportionable  increafe  of 

/a  y  j  I  •  f  J  I  U  1  I II  •II  ^  y  j,  A 

blacks  to  cultivate  the  land :  this  colony 
therefore  was  obliged,  like  the  French 
and  Spaniards,  to  import  from  Africa 
large  numbers  of  negroes.  This  was 
at  that  time  a  dangerous,  becaufe  a  new 

expedient.  Thefe  negroes  in  a  Ihort 

time 
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time  beheld  themfelves  more'  numerous, 
and  therefore  they  thought  themfelves 
more  powerful,  than  their  matters.  Not 
being,  as  they  afterwards  were,  and 
now  are,  habituated  to  the  intercourfe 
of  Europeans,  they  foon  entered  into 
confpiracies :  and  fo  far  were  they  hur¬ 
ried  by  a  general  fpirit  of  difcontent, 
that  they  even  fixed  upon  a  day  for  an 
univerfal  rifing  ;  but  the  day  before  the 
maflacre  was  to  have  taken  place,  one 
of  the  party  difcovered  the  plot  to  his 

matter  Mr.  Hotherfall,  who,  by  fend- 

*  * 

ing  immediate  notice  to  the  inhabitants, 
prevented  the  execution  of  the  con- 
fpiracy,  and  brought  the  offenders  to 
juttice, 

u‘3  K*.  £■»  '•*  {  **•  *  1  J  *  ((*"  .  f  *r  ^  f  ^  ^  /  -A  -  I  *  * 
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•  It  is  probable,  that  the  multiplicity 
of  bufinefs  of  the  Britifh  government 
about  this  period  prevented  that  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  affairs  of  Barbados,  which 

Ml  i  . 
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ought  to  have  been  given  to  an  infant 
colony.  Mr.  Bell  continued  to  aft 
under  the  proprietary  commiition,  until 
Francis  lord  Willloughby  not  only  ob¬ 
tained  from  Charles  II.  during  his  exile, 
a  coin  million  to  be  governor  of  Bar¬ 
bados,  but  alfo  covenanted  with  the 
earl  of  Carlifle  for  a  term  of  years,  upon 
a  certain  confideration  in  the  nature  of 
a  fee-farm  rent,  to  be  the  proprietary 
governor  likewife.  In  1650  Francis 
lord  Willoughby  arrived  at  Barbados, 
He  found  the  country  flourilhing  and 
populous,  and  the  generality  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  well  affefted  to  the  royal 
caufe.  One  of  the  firft  Heps  of  his 
adminiftration  was  to  fummon  an  af- 
fembly,  which  palled  an  aft,  intituled, 
if  An  Acknowledgment  and  declaration 

«  of  the  inhabitants  of  Barbados  of 
j-jig  majelly’s  right  to  the  dominion 

<£  of  this  illand,  and  the  right  of  the 

“  earl 
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*'  earl  of  Carlifle  derived  from  his  faid 
“  majefty  ;  and  allb  for  the  unanimous 
“  profefiion  of  the  true  religion  in  this 
“  iiland,  and  impofing  condign  punifh- 
“  ment  on  the  oppofers  thereof.”  The 
governor  alfo,  affifted  by  the  ifland, 
aded  with  great  fpirit  and  fuccefs  in 
fitting  out  fhips,  and  raifing  men,  to 
reduce  the  neighbouring  iflands  under 
his  government  to  acknowledge  the 
royal  authority. 

In  the  mean  time  it  was  notified  to 
the  governor,  to  encourage  him  in  the 
caufe,  and  to  gain  his  afliftance  on  the 
occafion,  that  prince  Rupert,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  Royal  fleet,  intended  to 
fail  to  Barbados,  and  to  fecure  all  the 
Englifh  American  pofleffions  for  the 
king.  But  this  fcheme  being  difco- 
vered  in  England,  a  powerful  fquadron 
was  equipt  under  the  command  of  Sir 

George 

n 
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George  Afcue,  whofe  intention  was  to 
intercept  prince  Rupert,  and  to  reduce 
Barbados,  and  the  other  iflands  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  to  the  obedience  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Sir  George  cruized 
i'ome  time  off  Spain  and  Portugal, 

where  he  miffed  prince  Rupert,  and 
from  whence  he  bent  his  courfe  to¬ 
wards  Barbados,  and  on  the  16th  of 
O&ober  1651,  he  appeared  off  Bridge- 
Town  with  his  fquadron,  and  feized  a 
few  fhips  that  were  in  Carlifle-bay ; 
but  he  found  the  fervice  he  was  fent 
upon  more  difficult  than  he  imagined. 
The  fight  of  fuch  an  hoftile  fleet  was 
far  from  being  agreeable  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  a  young  colony,  yet  Lord 
Willoughby  and  the  natives  appeared 
determined  to  defend  the  ifland  to  the 
laft  extremity ;  and  indeed  the  defence 
made  upon  this  occafion  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at ;  for,  exclufive  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple 
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ciple  upon  which  that  particular  fet  of 
men  acted,  we  fhall  find  in  general,  that 

m  gr 

the  inhabitants  of  diftant  colonies  will 
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more  readily  fubmit  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  one,  than  many.  The  forts 
in  Carlifle-bay  protected  that  harbour 
fo  effectually,  and  fo  formidable  a  body 
of  men  affembled  on  the  fhore,  that  al¬ 
though  Sir  George  had  on  board  two 
thoufand  land  forces,  he  could  not  ef¬ 
fect  his  landing ;  but  his  fquadron  was 
•kept  beating  about  the  iiland  till  De¬ 
cember,  when  he  anchored  in  Speight’s 
bay ;  where  (perceiving  that  his  force 
was  actually  too  fmall  to  reduce  the 
ifland)  he  waited  till  the  arrival  of  the 
Virginia  merchant  fleet,  on  board  of 
which  was  a  regiment  of  feven  hundred 
men,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Scotch  tranfports :  refolving  to  avail 

.  J «  i  ,  I.  | ,  " 

himfelf  of  this  reinforcement,  he  im- 

mediately 
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mediately  made  difpofitions  for  landing 
all  his  men.  The  landing  was  effected, 
and  Afcue’s  forces  gained  the  fort  at 
Speight’s-bay  with  four  pieces  of  cannon  $ 
but  they  fuftained  great  lofs  in  the  at¬ 
tack.  Lord  Willoughby  kept  the  field  j 
and  though  there  was  not  aqy  gr^at  pro¬ 
bability  of  his  effectually  ferving  the 
caufe  he  efpoufed,  yet  Afcue  could  make 
no  imprefTion  upon  his  troops.  At  length 

Sir  George  Afcue  offered  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  terms  of  peace  that  were  mild  and 
moderate.  The  planters,  wearied  out  by 
the  fatigue  of  the  war,  diftrefled  too  by 
the  ruin  of  their  eftates,  whole  cultiva¬ 
tion  they  were  not  allowed  to  attend  to, 
and  allured  by  the  profpeft  of  peace, 
liftened  to  the  terms  that  were  offered. 
A  negotiation  enfued.  Many  of  the  molt 
conliderable  men  of  the  ifland  imme¬ 
diately  declared  for  a  peace.  Lord  Wil¬ 
loughby,  thus  apprized  of  the  fentiments 

of 


a 
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of  his  friends,  was  obliged  to  agree  to  a 
cefiation  of  arms.  Each  party  appointed 
four  cornmiffioners,  who,  upon  the  17th 
of  January,  agreed  on  articles  of  peace, 
alike  comprehenlive  and  honourable : 
both  parties  were  fecured  in  their  free¬ 
dom  and  property;  as  was  lord  Wil¬ 
loughby  alfo,  though  he  was  obnoxious 
in  the  laft  degree  to  the  governing  party 
in  England.  This  moderation  was  of  in¬ 
finite  fervice  to  Barbados  ;  nor  was  the 
pacification  followed  by  any  acrimonious 
meafures  againft  the  loyalifts.  Lord  Wil¬ 
loughby  immediately  embarked  for  Eu¬ 
rope;  and  we  hear  no  more  of  him  till- 
after  the  Reftoration. 

Mr.  Searl  was  now  appointed  gover¬ 
nor  of  Barbados,  and  continued  fo  until 
the  death  of  Cromwell ;  when  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety  (as  it  was  called)  af- 
fumed  the  direction  of  national  affairs,. 

and 


and  gave  the  government  of  that  ifland 
to  colonel  Modiford  ;  in  whofe  time  the 
ailembly’s  continuance,  was  limited  to 
one  year. 

About  this  time  the  ad  of  navigation 
took  place  in  England;  this,  with  the 
duties  loon  afterwards  laid  upon  the 
manufadures  of  this  country,  reduced 
much  its  wealth.  At  this  period  too 
the  population  of  Barbados  began  in 
1'ome  meafure  to  decreafe,  by  the  conqueft 
of  Jamaica,  and  the  cultivation  of  other 
illands  in  America.  Juft  before  this, 
Barbados  was  fo  well  inhabited,  that  in 
the  expedition  under  Penn  and  Venables 
again  ft  Hifptjniola,  the  Barbadians  alone 

furnifhed  three  thoufand  five  hundred 

\  * 

foldiers;  little  fore-feeing,  that  the  ca- 
lual  conqueft  of  Jamaica  would  prove  lo 
prejudicial  to  them,  as  it  afterwards 

did. 

Charles 
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.  Charles  II.  being  reftored,  and  Hay- 
Earl  of  Kinnnoul  becoming  heir  to  the 
Carhlle  eftate,  the  king  propofed  to  give 
him  one  thouland  pounds  per  annum  for 
the  furrender  to  the  crown  of  the  late 
earl  of  Carlille’s  patent  for  the  Carribbee 
iilands.  Kinnoul  accepted  the  offer j 
and  thus  the  proprietary  government  was 

diffolved,  and  Barbados  reverted  to  the 
crown. 

The  king,  willing  to  reward  lord 
Willoughby  for  .  his  former  condudl, 

confirmed  to  him  the  government  of  Bar- 

« 

bados,  by  a  new  commiffion,  appointing 
him  captain-general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  this  and  the  reft  of  the  Caribbee 
iflands  for  feven  years,  with  a  falary.  of 
"twelve  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  In 
this  commiffion  was  inferted  a  new 
claufe,  giving  to  the  king  a  power  to  ap- 
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prove  or  difallow  of  all  laws  that  fhould 
pafs  in  that  ifland.  But  the  advantages 
Barbados  was  to  reap  from  the  diffolution 
of  the  proprietary  government  fhe  was 
like  to  pay  dear  for.  The  planters  were 
now  told,  that  his  majefty  expected  the 
legiflature  would  grant  him  a  proper  con- 
lideration  for  the  benefits  they  were  to 

v  /  f  I  t  J  III  V  f  M  £  V  lv  1114  f 

enjoy  under  a  royal  government.  It  was 
urged  too,  that  the  earl  of  Carlifle  had 
died  much  in  debt  j  and  that  his  debts, 
together  with  the  thoufand  pounds  an¬ 
nuity  granted  to  his  heir,  mull  be  fatif- 
fied  out  of  his  patent.  The  demand  was 
accordingly  made.  The  Barbadians,  not 
unmindful  of  their  intereft,  appointed 
agents  in  England  to  remonftrate  againffc 
this  demand :  but,  alas !  the  agents 
were  informed,  that  it  was  expedted  that 
Barbados  would  grant  to  the  crown  four' 
and  an  half  per  cent .  on  the  dead  commo¬ 
dities  of  the  produce  of  the  ifland.  T  he 

agents 
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agents  replied,  that  this  would  amount  to 
a  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  of  the  clear  profits  of 
the  planters  eftates,  and  that  it  was  a  bur¬ 
den  the  country  could  not  bear.  The 
meafure,  however,  had  been  refolved  up- 
t>n  ;  and  the  king,  as  well  as  the  depen¬ 
dents  of  his  court,  was  fo  greatly  inter¬ 
red  in  its  fuccefs,  that  lord  Willoughby 
agreed  to  carry  it  into  execution,  by  go¬ 
ing  over  himfelf  to  Barbados.  But  his 
lordfhip  not  going  immediately,  this  af¬ 
fair  flept  for  a  fhort  time;  and  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  affairs  was  left  with 
Humphrey  Walrond  efq.— This  gentle¬ 
man  difcharged  his  duty  with  great  in¬ 
tegrity  and  prudence  :  many  ufeful  and  be¬ 
neficial  adts  were  palled  by  the  legifiature 
during  his  adminiftration ;  the  good  effeds 
of  which  are  yet  felt  and  acknowledged. 


Jn  1663  Francis  lord  Willoughby  ar¬ 
rived  again  at  Barbados.  lie  found  the 

^  2  inha- 
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inhabitants  of  all  degrees  extremely  out 
of  humour  with  the  tax  that  had  been 
propofed.  The  royalifts  thought  it  an 
ungrateful  return  for  their  fufferings,  and 
the  others  oppofed  it  of  courfe.  This- 
oppofition  gave  the  governor  great  dif- 
quiet.  He  called  an  affembly  four  months 
after  his  arrival ;  and  though  the  fpirit 
of  the  people  ran  high  againft  the  pro¬ 
pofed  tax,  yet  the  affembly  were  prevail¬ 
ed  with  to  comply  j  confirming  tothem- 
ielves,  by  this  purchale,  the  great  char¬ 
ter  of  Brithh  fubjedts  ;  and  eftabliftung 
a  permanent  right  to  their  poflefiions, 
which  is  exprefsly  provided  for  by  this 
law.  However,  they  hoped,  and  intend¬ 
ed,  that  feveral  public  charges  of  the 
country  ihould  likewife  be  defrayed  by 
this  tax:  induced  chiefly  by  this  confide- 
ration,  they  paffed  an  adt  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  preamble  :  “  As  nothing  conduceth 

“  more  to  the  peace  and  profperity  ol 

“  any 
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■*e  any  place,  and  the  protection  of  every 
“  Angle  perfon  therein,  than  that  the 
“  public  revenue  thereof  may  be  in  fome 
“  meafure  proportioned  to  the  public 
“  charges  and  expences  •,  and  alfo  well 
“  weighing  the  great  charges  that  there 
“  mu  ft  be,  of  necefiity,  in  maintaining 
•“  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  majefty’s 
“  authority  here,  the  public  meeting  of 
“  the  feffions,  the  often  attendance  of 
“  the  council,  the  reparation  of  the  forts, 

I 

“  the  building  a  feffions- houfe  and  a  pri- 
“  foil,  and  all  other  charges  incumbent 
“  on  the  government ;  we  do,  in  confide- 
“  ration  thereof,  give  and  grant  unto  his 
“  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflors  for 
“  ever,  that  is  to  fay,  upon  all  dead  com- 
“  modities  of  the  growth  of  this  ifland, 
“  that  ffiall  be  ftiipped  off  the  fame,” 
&c.  &c.  From  hence  it  appears,  that 
this  tax  (of  the  annual  value  of  more  than 
'  C  3  twenty 
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twenty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  crown) 
was  granted  and  intended  to  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  all  public  charges  for 
the  fupport  of  the  government  of  this 
ifland.  If  then  the  public  charges  and 
expences,  fet  forth  in  the  above  pream¬ 
ble,  have  been  anfwered  by  this  impofl, 
then  the  Barbadians  have  no  reafon  to 
complain  :  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  thefe 
articles  have  not  been  complied  with,  fure- 
ly  the  intent  of  this  act  hath  not  been  an¬ 
fwered,  and  the  inhabitants  have  reafon  to 
be  difpleafed  with  it ;  and  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved  too, that  this  ifland  was  not  origi  n  ally 
acquired  either  by  conqueA  or  purchafe; 
it  is  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
the  inhabitants  (bculd  think  it  in  their 
power  to  apply  the  ufes  of  any  money  to 
be  raifed,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fbould 
judge  proper.  So  ardent  an  opposition 
was  made  to  the  palling  of  this  aft,  that 
lord  Willoughby  was  apprehenfive  of  a 

general 


general  revolt. 


'He  ordered  Mr.  Farmer, 


a  man  of  confequence  in  the  opp'ofition, 
to  be  arrelted,  and  fent  over  prifoner  to 


England,  with  a  charge  againft  him  of 

r  f  f  rs  ♦ 

mutiny,  fedition,  and  treafon  :  when  Far¬ 
mer  arrived  in  England,  he  was  brought 
before  the  king  and  council,  where  he 
pleaded  with  a  freedom  which  the  temper 


of  that  court  could  not  bear,  and  which 
lord  Clarendon  called  infolent,  and  de- 
ferving  imprifonment.  Farmer  urged 
the  rights  of  an  Englifhman ;  and  that  he 
had  done  nothing,  but  in  a  loyal,  conlti- 
tutional  manner.  His  plea  became  his 
demerit,  and  he  was  fent  to  prifon  chiefly 
through  the  influence  of  Clarendon  :  nor 
did  he  recover  his  liberty  till  after  a  long 
tedious  confinement.  The  frailties  of 
mankind  are  vifible  in  the  wifeit  men :  able 
as  lord  Clarendon  was,  his  conduit  to¬ 
wards  Farmer  mult  be  acknowledged  very 

fevere.  Thus  was  Mr,  Farmer  rewarded 

C  4  lor 
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for  his  patriotifm.  From  whence  we 
may  inforce  this  obfervation,  that  men 
are  to  take  their  lots  in  governments  as 
in  climates,  to  fence  againft  the  inconve- 

niencies  of  both,  and  to  bear  what  they 
cannot  alter  :  for  vain  indeed  will  it  be, 
to  look  for  perfedt  governments  in  a 
world  governed  by  fuch  imperfedf  crea¬ 
tures  as  men, 

1  he  attention  of  the  Barbadians  was 
now  called  to  the  defence  of  their  ifland. 
De  Ruyter,  the  Dutch  admiral,  ap¬ 
peared  oft  Barbados  in  1664,  with  a 
defign  to  make  a  defcent  upon  that 
ifland,  and  did  actually  attack  fome  of 
the  forts  in  Carlifle  bay;  but  he  was 
lb  warmly  received,  and  the  Barbadians 
having  drawn  out  their  militia,  made 
fo  good  an  appearance  on  the  beach, 
that  the  Dutch  fquadron  loon  retired. 

Two 
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Two  years  afterwards  lord  Willoughby 
undertook  an  expedition  againft  the 
Dutch  fettlements  to  the  fouthward  : 
he  appointed  Henry  Willoughby  and 
Henry  Hawley,  efqrs.  to  be  deputy- 
governors  in  his  abfence.' — -His  lordfhip 
during  this  expedition  perifhed  by  fhip- 

wreck.  The  new  governors  dun  ng  their 
adminiftration  executed  a  very  uleful  de- 
iign.  Their  intentions  were  to  reduce 
and  afcertain  the  laws  of  the  ifland, 
which  flood  much  in  need  of  a  proper 
arrangement  e.  An  adt  accordingly  paf- 
fed,  which  appointed  commiflioners  to 
collect  and  amend  what  laws  were  in 
force ;  and  thefe  having  received  the  roy¬ 
al  a  (Tent,  continue  among  the  handing 
laws  of  the  ifland  to  this  day. 

% 

e  The  laws  of  Barbados  are  now  become  To  volu¬ 
minous,  that  a  proper  reduction  and  arrangement  of 
them  would  be  vcryufefulto  that  ifland. 


The 
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The  death  of  Francis  lord  Willoughby 
being  known  in  England,  the  king  ap¬ 
pointed  his  brother  William  lord  Wil¬ 
loughby  to  lucceed  him  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Barbados.  This  governor 
brought  with  him  from  England  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  foldiers  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Tobias  Bridge;  but  we  do  not  find 
how  they  were  deftined,  or  what  ufe 
they  were  of  to  the  country.  In  this 
adminiftration  many  regulations  were 
made  in  regard  to  the  law  courts  of  the 
ifland,  and  its  internal  police ;  an  ufeful 
adt  paired  alfo,  declaring  negro  Haves  to 
be  real  eilate. 

-  ,  ,>./  '/  i  '  i  k  f  -V  h 
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Wiliiam  lord  Willoughby  died  in 
1674,  and  his  place  as  governor  was  the 
fame  year  fupplied  from  England  by  Sir 
Jonathan  Atkins.  Thus  ended  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  thcfe  two  lords. 


Not- 
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Notwithftanding  the  juft  complaint 
againft  the  duty  of  four  and  an  half  per 

G 

cent,  and  the  harfh  proceedings  againft 
Farmer,  it  muft  be  confefied,  that  the  ad- 
miniftrations  of  thofe  two  lords  were 
prudent,  and  well  calculated  for  the  pro- 
Iperity  of  a  young  colony.  After  the  Ref- 
toration,  the  humour  of  preferring  Ja¬ 
maica  toour  other  iflands,  which  had  been 
adopted  during  the  Ufurpation,  fubfided  : 
and  Barbados,  latterly,  recovered  its 

ftrength  fo  greatly  under  its  laft  go¬ 
vernor,  that  when  Sir  Jonathan  Atkins 
arrived,  the  inhabitants  were  reckon¬ 
ed  to  be  fifty  thoufand  white  men,  and 
feventy  thoufand  blacks  or  Haves ;  a 
number  fcarcely  credible  to  be  fupport- 
ed  in  fo  ftnall  an  ifland.  But  a  dreadful 
hurricane  in  Auguft  1675  changed  much 
the  face  of  the  country  :  to  heighten  this 

calamity 
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calamity  too.  New  England  was  not  in  a 
condition  at  this  time  to  fend  hither  the 
ttfual  fjpplies  of  provifions  and  timber; 
thus  the  crop  of  fugar  being  deft  roved, 
added  to  the  rapacioufnefs  of  creditors, 
many  families  were  obliged  to  retire 
to  other  countries.  The  legiflature,  a- 
rnong  many  ufeful  plans  for  the  relief  of 
their  ifland,  agreed  to  prefent  an  addrefs 
to  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  pray¬ 
ing  that  they  may  be  relieved  from  the 
duty  of  four  and  an  half  per  cent,  as  the 
only  means  ct  preferving  their  country 
from  ruin  :  but  this  indulgence  was  de¬ 
nied  them,  and  their  petition  failed  of 
fuccefs.  It  was  in  vain  for  the  Barbadians 
to  remonftrate  upon  their  hardfliips,  and 
to  complain  that  none  of  the  public-fpi- 
.rited  purpofes,  for  which  that  great  tax 
had  been  granted,  had  ever  been  nn- 
f'wered.  Thus  Barbados  fhared  not  the 
5  fate 
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fate  of  an  elder  child,  the  fir  ft  offspring 
of  her  mother  country,  but  was  left  to  re¬ 
cover  her  loftes  as  {he  cculd. 

We  find  by  the  ftatutes  of  this  ifland, 
that  about  this  time  fome  Quakers  were 
very  bufy  in  their  endeavours  to  convert 
the  negro  flaves  :  their  principles  of  no n- 
refiftance  were  far  from  being  agreeable 
to  a  colony,  which,  like  that  of  Barbados, 
was  every  hour  expofed  to  invafion  ;  and 
therefore  an  adt  pafted  to  prohibit  negroes 
from  frequenting  meeting-houfes :  and 
the  fame  adt  contained  a  claufe  againft 
Diflenters,  to  prevent  their  teaching  pu¬ 
pils,  and  keeping  fchools  upon  the  ifland. 
This  was  a  precaution  perhaps  not  impo¬ 
litic  in  a  colony,  where  labour  was  of 
more  utility  than  learning. 

.  Sir  Jonathan  Atkins  being  recalled  was 
fucceeded  in  April  1680  by  Richard 

Dutton, 
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Dutton,  efq.  in  whofe  commifilon  the 
members !  of  his  majefty’s  council  were 

'  ;  °  <?  -  i  C  m 

1  The  members  of  council  were  : 


M 


George  Andrews,  ^ 
William  Sharpe, 
Tobias  Frere, 
Michael  Terril, 

The  Reverend  Mr. 
William  Walker. 


Henry  Walrond, 

John  Reide, 

I  imothy  Thornhill, 

John  Gibbes, 

Francis  Bond, 

John  Farmer, 

Ocorge  Liilington,  - 

The  members  of  the  afTembly  about  this  period  were: 

(  George  Peers,  ]  T?r 
t  William  Wheeler,  j  EfVs' 
j  Thomas  Maxwell,  1  1?r 
i  Daniel  Hooper,  j  clr?* 

J  William  Fortefcue,  ]  T?r 
I  Flenry  Markland,  j  ,clrs‘ 


S.  Mich.  Parifti 
Chrift  Church 
S.  Philip’s 
S.  John’s 


S.  George’s 
S.  Jofeph’s 
S.  Andrew’s 
S*  Thomas's 
S.  James’s 
S.  Peter’s 
5.  Lucy’s 


J  John  Leflie, 
l  James  Colleton, 

J  Richard  Salter, 
l  Miles  T  oppin, 

J  John  Holder, 

T  Henry  Gollop, 

|  William  Dottin, 

1  Richard  Walter, 
j  Jonathan  Downes,  ] 
l  Thomas  Sadlier, 

Abel  Aliev  ne, 

William  Holder, 

J  Samuel  Mavnard, 


j  Efqrs. 
j  Efqrs. 
|  Efqrs. 
|  Efqrs. 
J-  Efqrs. 
j  Efqr 


J  iliCV  IUUU,  I  1  '  r 

1  Robert  Harrilon,  J  "  ^ 


rs. 


rs, 


j  Thomas  Merrick, 
I  John  Gibbes, 


|  Efqrs. 
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ffi-ft  inferted  :  a  practice,  we  appre¬ 
hend,  that  hath  been  continued  fince. 

V  *  t 

The  governor  immediately  iffiued  writs 
to  eleft  an  aflembly.  This  gentleman 
was  received  with  great  kindnels  and  re- 
fpeft  by  the  inhabitants  ■,  for  which  he 

x  1 •  ,  •  j  -  ■■  <•  a  u  •• 

made  a  very  ungenerous  return.  He  was 
tyrannical  and  oppreffive ;  and  his  defpo- 
tifm  was  fo  great,  that  many  families, 

unable  to  endure  his  tyrannic  fvvay,  quit¬ 
ted  their  country  :  this  induced  the  le- 
giflature  to  pafs  an  aft  for  regulating  the 
manner  of  giving  tickets  out  of  the  fecre- 
tary’s  office.  In  1684  an  aft  palled  to 
appoint  a  treafurer  of  the  ifland  ;  and  this 
office  was  conferred  upon  Mr.  Salter.  At 
this  time  too  the  militia  was  regulated  and 

fettled  by  the  lav/.  The  rebellion  in  the 

/  :  '  '  ^ 

weft  of  England  breaking  out  about  this 
time,  the  legillature  palled  a  fevere  aft 
againft  thofe  rebels  that  were  fent  to 
Barbados,  whereby  their  condition  was  : 


ren- 


:  & 
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rendered  almoft  equal  to  a  date  of 
11  a  very. 


About  this  period  a  complaint  was 
lodged  in  England  againft  Henry  Wal- 
rond,  efq.  a  member  of  council,  for  a 
petty  charge  againft  him,  on  account  of 
a  trial  before  a  court  of  oyer  and  termi¬ 
ner,  in  which  Walrond  prefided  as  chief 
juflice.  After  a  full  trial  at  an  aftize 
in  England,  he  wras  only  fined  thirty 
pounds  but  his  detention  there,  and 
the  expences  of  his  fuit  (his  adverfary 
being  vigoroufly  fupported  by  the  go¬ 
vernor''  hurt  much  his  fortune.  At  his 
/ 

return  to  Barbados,  the  council  and  af- 
fembly  prefented  to  him  five  hundred 
pounds,  as  an  acknowledgement  of  his 
former  fervices  to  his  country ;  and  added 

a  declaration  of  his  juft  proceedings  at 

0 

the  court  of  oyer. 


In 
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In  1 685  an  additional  duty  was  laid 
upon  fugar;  a  burden  upon  the  planters 
which  confiderably  reduced  the  value 
of  their  plantations.  It  could  not  fail 
to  rill  the  world  with  aftonifhment,  to 
obferve  that  the  colonies,  which  brought 
fuch  wealth  to  the  mother  country, 

nurfing  her  failors,  and  increafing  her 
manufacturers,  fliould  be  fingled  out  as 
the  hunted  flag,  and  their  inhabitants 
overloaded  with  taxes.  The  Barbadians 
reprefented  their  grievances  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Great  Britain.  They  faid, 
that  if  a  tax  mull:  be  laid  upon  trade,  it 
might  be  laid  upon  all  commodities 
alike;  that  a  fmall  advance  upon  all  the 
cuftoms  would  ferve  every  purpofe,  as 
well  as  a  great  one  upon  fome  ;  and  that 
this  could  be  borne  with  more  eale,  there 
being  a  larger  number  to  partake  of  it. 
All  their  remonftrances  availed  them 
not  any  thing.  Governor  Dutton  en- 

f)  couraged 
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couraged  every  motion  to  d  i  ft  refs  the 
planters ;  and  was  fo  zealous  a  friend  to 
the  Roval  African  Company  (which  had 
much  hurt  Barbados),  that  when  he  went 
to  England  he  appointed  Edwin  Stede 
his  deputy-governor,  who  was  only  an 
agent  to  the  African  Company,  and  fe- 
cretary  to  the  governor.  Stede  had  how¬ 
ever  the  addrefs  to  eftablifh  a  precedent, 
which  has  ever  fince  been  adopted  :  he 
prevailed  with  the  legiflature  to  prefent 
him  with  one  thoufand  pounds ;  from 
whence  it  became  cuftomary  to  make 
prefents  to  the  governors,  who  before 
this  had  only  their  Englilh  falary.  About 
this  time  was  a  confpiracy  of  the  negroes; 
which  however  was  foon  difcovered  and 
ftopt :  this  occafioned  many  ufeful  act’s 
to  be  palled  for  the  government  of  nn- 
eroes. 


Soon 
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Soon  after  the  Revolution,  king  Wil¬ 
liam  appointed  James  Kendal,  efq.  go¬ 
vernor  of  Barbados,  who,  foon  after  his 
arrival  there,  tranfmitted  to  England  ve¬ 
ry  latisfadory  accounts  of  the  loyalty  and 
good  difpofition  of  this  colony:  fo  that 
the  Revolution  was  productive  of  no 
change  in  Barbados  ;  but  all  its  inha¬ 
bitants  chearfully  and  willingly  acknow¬ 
ledged  king  William  :  they  loved  mo¬ 
narchy,  confcious  that  it  v/as  an  eflential 
part  of  the  excellent  conftitution  of  their 
mother  country ;  but  they  knew  too, 
that  the  prefervation  of  that  conftitution, 
and  the  happinefs  of  that  country,  re¬ 
quired  that  a  Proteflant  king  fhould  wear 
the  crown. 

During  this  administration  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  St.  Chriftopher,  and  the  other 
Leeward  iflands,  being  much  did  re  bed 

D  2  by 


[  33  ] 

by  the  French,  applied  to  Barbados  for 
affiftance:  the  Barbadians  readily  com¬ 
plied  s  with  their  requeflj  and  Timothy 
Thornhill,  efq.  having  offered  his  fer- 
vice,  received  a  commifiion  from  the  le- 
giflature  to  raife  a  regiment :  this  regi¬ 
ment  amounted  to  feven  hundred  men, 
who  were  all  cloathed,  armed,  and  em¬ 
barked  in  tranfport  fhips  for  St.  Chrifto- 
phers  at  the  expence  of  this  colony:  this 
expedition  took  place  in  Auguft  1689  : 
the  Barbadians  alfo  raifed  two  regiments 
more  of  five  hundred  men  each  to  affift 
the  expedition  againfl  Martinique,  and 
whichjoined  the  troops  from  England  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Colonel  Foulks E :  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  beft  accounts,  this  invafion 
was  miferably  mifmanaged  ;  what  little 
effectual  ftrvice  was  performed,  the  troops 
of  Barbados  and  the  Leeward  iflands 

e  For  the  particulars  of  thefe  expeditions,  fee  the 
:Biitifh  Empire  in  America,  vol.  ii. 
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claimed  the  merit  of.  The  24th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1693,  governor  Kendal  received 
^information  that  nine  French  fhips  of 
war  were  plying  to  the  north  eaft  of  the 
ifland  :  he  immediately,  with  the  advice 
of  the  council,  ordered  two  merchant 
fhips  to  be  taken  into  their  majefty’sfer- 
vice,  and  fitted  as  men  of  war  ;  thefe 
joined  their  majefty’s  fhips  the  Norwich, 
the  Mary,  the  Antelope,  the  Mordaunt, 
the  Diamond,  and  two  floops,  which 
were  then  in  Carlifle-bay  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  captain  Wren  :  this  fleet  failed 
the  30th  of  January,  and  returned  the 
5th  of  February,  not  having  feen  the 
enemy ;  however  they  failed  again  in  a 
few  days,  in  fearch  of  the  French  lqua- 
dron,  with  whom  they  engaged  the  17th 
of  February  to  leeward  of  Martinique. 
Both  fquadrons  claimed  the  victory,  and 
;Captain  Wren  returned  with  all  his 
fhips  to  Carlifle-bay.  At  this  time  the 

D  3  freight 


freight  of  fugar  ran  fo  high,  and  matters 
of  {hips  were  fo  exorbitant  in  their  de¬ 
mands,  that  the  legiflative  power  was 
obliged  to  interfere,  and  by  an  ad  of  the 

s/ 

ittand  regulate  the  freight  of  its  commo¬ 
dities.  This  ad  was  afterwards  re¬ 
pealed. 

^ .  r>  tr  j 

>  '  'V 

In  1694  Mr.  Kendal  was  recalled, 
and  the  honourable  Francis  Rulfel  was 
appointed  governor  of  Barbados,  where 
he  arrived  with  his  family  the  fame 
year.  The  council  and  afi'embly  pre- 

fented  their  new  governor  w’ith  two 
thoufand  pounds,  and  the  following  year 
gave  him  two  thoufand  more.  Thefe 
expences  caufed  great  murmurings  among 
the  people,  who  became  alarmed  at  luch 
mifchievous  precedents.  In  truth,  the 
governors  became  now  to  be  a  fort  of 
grievance  by  thefe  exadions  of  mo¬ 
ney,  which  they  appeared  to  look  for 
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as  their  right;  forgetting  that  fuch  gifts 
flow  only  from  the  benevolence  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  governor,  council  and 
afl'embly  now  tranfmitted  a  very  loyal  ad  - 
drefs  of  condolance  to  his  majefty  king 
William  on  the  death  of  his  royal  con- 
fort  queen  Mary,  which  was  prefented 
by  Willoughby  Chamberlyne,  efq.  and 
gvacioufly  received. 

In  1696  governor  Ruflel  died;  and 
Francis  Bond,  efq.  the  fenior  member  of 
the  council,  became  prefident  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief.  This  gentleman  s  ad- 
mi  niftr  at  ion  was  productive  of  many  wife 
me  a  fares  for  the  benefit  of  his  country. 
Many  ufeful  laws  were  paffed,  which 
remain  yet  in  force.  The  inhabitants 
were  eafy,  and  perfectly  fatisfied  with 
their  prefident:  and,  in  truth,  we  (hall 
always  find,  that  a  man  who  both  has 
an  intereft  in  a  country,  and  is  a  native 

D  4  thereof]. 
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thereof,  will  be  more  concerned  for  the 
ood  government  of  it,  and  more  at- 


O' 

t> 


tentive  to  its  profperity,  than  one  who 
confiders  it  as  a  temporary  dwelling,  whi¬ 
ther  he  has  procured  himfelf  to  be  fent 
to  raife  a  fortune,  or  to  patch  up  one  going 


to  decay, 


?  ■ 


t 
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In  1698  his  majefty  was  pleated  to  ap¬ 
point  the  honourable  Ralph  Grey  (after¬ 
wards  lord  Grey)  governor  of  Barbados, 
where  he  arrived  the  26th  of  July.  An 
aft  foon  pafied,  preienting  Mr.  Grey  with 
two  thoufand  pounds,  and  five  hundred 
pounds  for  the  rent  of  an  houfe ;  Fon- 
t^belle  houfe  (the  governor’s  refidence) 
being  much  out  of  repair.  Governor 
Grey’s  adminiftration  was  very''  popular. 
The  Barbadians,  naturally  hofpitable  and 
generous,  love  a  governor  pofl’effed  of 
thefe  qualities.  Mr.  Grey  was  generous 
and  magnificent,  which  endeared  him  to 

Barbados^ 


Barbados;  a  difintereffed  difpofition,  and 
a  particular  attention  to  the  welfare  of 
that  ifland,  marked  him  a  man  of  worth, 
who  did  not  wifh,  through  avaricious 
views,  to  diftrefs  the  country  he  was  fent 
to  proteft.  His  health  declining,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  his  governmenr  in  1701, 
when  the  command  devolved  upon  h  John 
Farmer,  efq.  the  fenior  member  of  coun¬ 
cil  ;  in  whofe  time  happened  the  death 
of  king  William,  and  the  accefiion  of 
queen  Anne.  Events  which  were  notified 
in  form. 

In  1703  Sir  Bevill  Granville  arrived  at 
Barbados  governor  thereof :  a  new  houfe 
was  immediately  built  for  Sir  Bevill 
upon  a  fpot  called  Pilgrim-hill,  which 
continues  to  th  is  day  to  be  the  governor’s 
houfe :  the  affembly,  loon  after  the 

h  Son  of  Mr.  Farmer,  who  was  fent  to  England 
by  lord  Willoughby. 

governor’s 
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governor's  arrival,  was  fo  complailant, 
ac  to  appoint  his  brother  one  of  their 
agents  in  England  ;  a  conduct  courtly 
indeed,  but  not  very  politic  ;  for  the  go¬ 
vernor  s  brother  was  wholly  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  that  ifland,  and  its  concerns:, 
and  an  agent  ought  to  be  a  man  well 
veried  in  the  conftitution  of  the  country 
lie  ierves,  and  who  perfectly  underftands 
her  true  intereft :  attentive  only  to  his 
agency,  hje  fhould  watch  for  occafions  to 
be  beneficial  to  the  country,  with  whole 
wekare  he  is  entrufted  :  eftablifli ing  an 
intereft  with  the  board  of  trade,  he  fhould 
never  be  ignorant  of  what  is  doing  at  that 

office  :  well  acquainted  with  bulinefs,  he 
fhould  endeavour  to  conned  himfelf  with, 
and  have  a  perfeft  knowledge  of,  the 
forms,  rules,  and  methods  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  cilices  lie  muff;  (ran  la  ft  bulinefs  with. 
It  is  much  to  be  wilhed  too,  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  Barbados,  that  the  agent  could 

always 


always  be  a  member  of  the  Britilh  par¬ 
liament,  as  his  confequence  would  then 
be  much  enlarged,  and  he  would  proba¬ 
bly  claim  a  more  reipectlul  attention 
from  the  miniftry. 

The  frequent  prefents  to  governors 
having  caufed  much  uneahnefs  to  the 
inhabitants,  and  having  truly  been  found 
to  be  diftrefsful  to  the  ifland,  her  majei- 
ty  was  pleafed  to  augment  the  governor’s 

Englifh  falary  from  twelve  hundred  to 
two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum .  Du- 
ring  Sir  Bevili  GranvilPs  adminiftration 
Barbados  was  miferably  diftreffed  by  fac¬ 
tions.  Party  raged  high.  Complaints 
were  lent  to  England  againft  the  gover¬ 
nor  by  thofe  in  the  opposition.  Remon- 
ftranccs  followed  from  his  friends ;  but 

we  do  not  find,  however,  that  any  regard 
was  paid  to  either.  In  the  year  1705  the 
aflemblv,  taking  into  consideration  the 
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great  want  of  calh  in  the  ifland,  paTed  an 
aft  to  allow  fixty-five  thoufand  pounds 
paper  credit ;  impowering  Mr.  Holder 
the  treafurer  (who  was  alfo  fpeaker  of  the 
ailembly)  to  give  out  bills  for  that  fum. 
The  men  of  greated;  property  in  the 
Hland  oppofed  this  fcheme  with  great 
violence,  but  with  little  effeft.  This  aft 
was  feverely  cenfured  in  England,  and 
repealed  immediately.  The  governor, 
diiiatisfied  with  his  iituation,  obtained 
Jti5  recall,  and  died  upon  his  voyage 

■home.  In  Sir  BevilFs  adnrinidration  St. 
Ann’s  Caftle  was  built  in  honor  of  her 
jnajedy;  which,  from  its  Iituation,  feems 
well  calculated  to  annoy  an  enemy. 

In  1707  Mitford  Crow,  efq.  arrived 
at  Barbados,  governor  of  the  ifland.  lie, 

O  1 

in  obedience  to  his  inidructions,  removed 
all  thofe  gentlemen  from  the, council,  and 
from  all  other  offices  which  they  held 

under 
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under  the  crown,  who  were  concerned' 
in  promoting  the  paper  credit  aft.  1  h:o 
fpreadfo  much  difeontent  in  the  country, 
and  rendered  Mr.  Crow’s  fituation  fo 
irkiome,  that  it  was  foon  thought  proper 
to  recall  him  all'o. 

^  r>  '  -v 
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He  was  fucceeded  in  1711  by  Robert 
Lowther,  efq.  who  was  twice  governor 
of  Barbados.-  His  firfi:  adminiftration  laded 
till  1714,  when  he  was  recalled,  and  Mr. 
Sharpe,  the  fenior  member  of  the  council, 
became  prefident.  In  1713  the  legilla- 
ture  palled  a  very  judicious  aft,  by  which 
was  fettled,  the  proportion  of  water,  to  be 
ufed  by  each  Proprietor  of  the  lands, 
through  which  a  fpring,  called  Three - 
houfes  fpring,  ran  ;  the  head  of  this  fpring 
is  deemed  to  arife  in  a  public  road  in  St. 
Philip’s  parilh  :  thus  was  this  bounty  of 
Heaven  impartially  didributed,  and  not 
fuffered  to  be  monopolized  by  any  parti¬ 
cular 
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Culaf  perfon.  In  1715  his  majefty  wa5 
pleafed  to  appoint  Mr.  Lowther  again  to 

tnis  government.  Both  periods  of  his 
adminiflration  were  very  unpopular, 
difpleafmg  to  himfelf,  and  difagreeable 
to  the  inhabitants.  Parties  were  ear¬ 
ly  formed  againft  him,  which  always 
galled  him  during  his  nine  years  reli- 
iidence  upon  the  ifland ;  yet  he  both 
times  gained  a  handfome  fettlement. 

During  his  firft  adminiflration  he  fuf- 
pended  three  members  of  council,  Mr. 
Sharpe,  Mr.  Walker,  and  Mr.  Berisford. 
The  queen  took  off  their  fufpenlion. 
They  were  neverthelefs  withheld  for 
fome  fhort  time  from  fetting  in  coun¬ 
cil  ‘,  which  confequently  ftopt  the 
courfe  of  bufinefs,  and  was  thereby  of 
the  utmoft  prejudice  to  the  country. 

1  Try  the  Caribbeana,  publifhed  in  1 7  4 1 ,  *is  a  very 
-fenfible  opinion  of  Mr.  Cudiingtcn,  relative  to  this 
fufpejifion. 


How- 


However,  the  three  members  at  length 
re-aiTumed  their  feats,  and  nothing  more 
was  heard  of  this  matter.  During  his 
fecond  admiftration  many  complaints 
from  time  to  time  were  exhibited  againft 
him ;  particularly  for  his  perfecution  of 
the  reverend  Mr.  Gordon,  rector  of  St. 
Michael’s  parifh,  and  the  bifhop’s  com- 
mifiary  ;  againft  whom  fome  harfh  pro¬ 
ceedings  having  palled,  Gordon  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  crown.  He  obtained  from 
the  lords  juftices  (his  majefty  being  then 
at  Hanover)  an  order  to  cake  depolitiorrs 
at  Barbados ;  and  tire  governor  (who 
was  the  accufer)  had  the  fame  privi¬ 
lege.  Gordon  returned  to  Barbados, 
and  ferved  this  order  upon  the  governor, 
who  paid  fo  little  regard  to  it,  that  lac 
committed  Gordon  prifoner  to  the  com¬ 
mon  gaol.  At  the  court  of  oyer,  where 
Gordon  was  tried,  the  governor-  pre- 
lided.  This  ftep,  though  very  unufual, 
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is  neverthelefs  agreeable  to  law.  Such 
Were  the  meafures  of  this  court,  that 
the  governor  even  profecuted  the  council 
and  attorney  who  appeared  in  behalf  of 
Gordon :  the  former  went  to  England, 
and  prefented  thefe  proceedings  with  pro¬ 
per  complaints  again  ft  the  governor; 

which  had  fo  good  an  effect,  that  the 

\ 

lords  juffices  (in  the  king’s  abfence)  fent 
to  Barbados  an  order  conceived  in  the 
ffrongeft  terms  againft  the  governor,  or¬ 
dering  that  the  proceedings  at  that  court 
in  this  affair,  fhould  all  be  vacated.  In 
confequence  of  this  and  other  complaints 
Mr.  Lowther  was  recalled.  He  left  the 
i (land  in  May  1720;  but  before  his  de¬ 
parture  he  fufpended  Samuel  Cox,  elq. 
the  eldeft  member  of  the  council ;  and 
John  Frere,  efq.  the  next  member  of 
council,  became  prefident.  Soon  after 

this,  Sir  Charles  Cox  petitioned  the  king 

again!! 


againft  governor  Lowther,  for  having 
removed  his  brother  from  the  council  in 
an  illegal  and  arbitrary  manner  ;  and  his 
majefty  was  pleafed  to  fend  an  order  to 
Mr.  Frere  to  refign  the  command  to  Mr. 
Cox :  but  by  fome  means  or  other  this 
order  was  not  complied  with  ;  and  Sir 
Charles  Cox  enforcing  his  complaints, 
Mr.  Frere  was  fummoned  to  appear  before 
the  king  and  council  of  Great  Britain  : 
he  accordingly  in  1721  refigned  the  go¬ 
vernment  to  Mr.  Cox,  much  againft  the 
inclinations  of  the  inhabitants  of  Barba¬ 
dos.  He  immediately  went  to  England, 
where  he  was  given  to  underftand,  that 
his  being  fent  for  was  to  place  him  out 
of  Cox’s  way,  and  to  break  the  violence 

of  party. 

Mr.  Cox  acceded  to  the  government 
of  Barbados  at  a  time  when  party  raged 
high  againft  him.  The  tranquillity  act 
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had  paffed  ;  the  defign  of  which  was 
to  keep  all  officers,  &c,  in  their  places  in 
fpite  of  the  prefident’s  power  k :  and  all 

the  chief  offices  of  the  ifland  were  filled 
with  Cox’s  enemies ;  fo  that,  when  he 
took  poffeffion  of  the  command,  he  was 
fo  hampered  by  the  oppofition,  that  he 
thought  himfelf  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  a  very  extraordinary  ftep  :  he  fufpend- 
ed  five  members  of  council  at  one  time, 
and  fwore  in  five  others  in  their  places. 
The  fufpended  members  were  immediate¬ 
ly  reftored  by  the  crown  :  a  circurnfiance 
of  fuch  triumph  to  that  party,  that  they 
exulted  more  than  ever,  and  perplexed 
the  affairs  of  government  fo  much,  that 
even  the  excife  bill,  which  was  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  for  thefupport  of  the  public, 
was  in  danger  of  being  loft.  It  muft  be 
owned  too,  that  Mr.  Cox  did  not  be- 

i 

,  k  This  a£t  was  repealed. 
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have  with  requifite  moderation :  he  re¬ 
moved  from  the  bench  of  juftices  feveral 
gentlemen  of  fortune,  particularly  Guv 
Ball,  efq.  a  member  of  the  council,  and 
had  endeavoured  to  commence  vexatious 
profecutions  againft  them :  he  attempted 

toprofecute  Judge  Sutton,  who  he  charg¬ 
ed  with  having  written  to  him,  with  ill 
manners,  and  aifrefped;  but  the  king’s 
Attorney  General  Richard  Carter  efq. 
refufed  to  enter  a  profecution,  declaring 
the  charge  was  not  fufficient  to  ground 
an  indidment,  or  information  upon  ;  and 
adding,  that,  by  the  law  of  all  civilized 
nations,  if  even  a  Prince  does  require 
fomething  to  be  done,  which  the  perfon 
who  is  to  do  it  takes  to  be  unlawful,  it 
is  not  only  lawful,  but  his  duty,  refcribere 
principi  ;  and  fhould  he  carry  on  a  profe¬ 
cution  by  indidment  or  information, 
againft  the  king’s  fubjeds,  which  may 
hereafter  come  to  be  adjudged  unlawful 
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in  a  proper  place,  and  for  which  he  may 
be  put  to  anfwer,  it  would  not  be  fuffi- 
cient  j unification  for  him  to  fay,  he  had 
the  Prelident’s  order  grounded  upon  the 
opinions  of  five  members  of  the  council !. 
In  confequence  of  the  abufe  Mr.  Cox 
made  of  his  power,  in  all  fubfequent  in- 
ifrudions  from  the  crown  the  authority 
of  prefidents  was  much  limited,  and  their 
power  reduced  to  what  it  is  at  prefent. 
It  is  aftonifhing,  that  in  fo  fmall  a  fpot, 
party-rage  flaould  grow  to  fuch  an  excefs: 
never  was  any  country  more  torn  to  pieces 
by  parties,  than  Barbados  was  about  this 
period  :  but,  alas !  we  find  faction  and 
its  ill  confequences  prevailing  in  al- 
moft  all  countries  ;  and  in  thefe  little 
communities,  where  not  any  gain  is  ac¬ 
quired,  vanity  operates,  as  venality  does 
in  great  dates. 

.  1  See  Mr.  Carter’s  Memorial  in  Vol.  I.  of  the 
Caribbeana. 

His 
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His  majefty,  willing  to  relieve  the 
diftreffes  of  Barbados,  in  1722  appoint¬ 
ed  Henry  Worfley,  efq.  governor  of 
that  ifland,  and  gave  him  inflru&ions 
and  power  to  enquire  into  the  conduct 
of  prefident  Cox,  and  to  decide  thereon 
as  he  fnould  judge  mod:  proper.  Go¬ 
vernor  Worfley,  when  he  arrived  at 
Barbados,  conducted  himfelf  with  fo 
much  policy,  that  neither  party  thought 
him  their  enemy ;  and  therefore  both 
•  parties  courted  him  for  their  friend, 
and  both  w’ere  equally  flattered  by  the 
governor.  Each  fide  made  him  large 
offers ;  and  thus  was  the  afiembly 
brought  to  give  him  the  enormous 
revenue  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  per 
annum.  The  governor,  having  gained 
this  great  point,  and  the  heavy  tax  of 
two  {hillings  and  fix-pence  being  laid 

upon  each  negro  for  defraying  this  fa- 
‘  :  1  E  3  l.ary. 
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lary,  he  proceeded  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  ifland  before  his  accefilon. 
He  fummoned  Mr.  Cox  to  a  formal  trial ; 
and  he  determined,  that  Mr.  Cox  had 
a&ed,  during  his  prefidentlhip,  corruptly, 
arbitrarily,  and  illegally  ;  and  therefore 
he  not  only  removed  him  from  being  of 
his  majefty’s  council,  but  alfo  declared 
him  incapable  of  ever  being  a  member 
of  that  board  m. 

This  adminiftration  was  marked  by 
the  death  of  his  majefty  king  George  I. 
The  Barbadians  had  very  feverely  felt 
their  diflrefs,  occalioned  by  the  burden- 
iome  lalary  given  to  the  governor,  which, 
in  truth,  had  much  oppreffed  that  whole 
island :  they  therefore  feized  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  the  king’s  death,  as  a  plea  to 
fave  their  money,  by  refilling  to  pay  the 
tax  of  two  Ihillings  and  fix-pence  laid 

Mr.  Cox  palled  the  remainder  of  his  life  upon 
the  continent  oi  N.  America. 
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upon  negroes ;  aflerting,  that  by  the 
king’s  death  the  governor’s  commiflion 
cealed,  and  confequently  the  law  which 
provided  for  the  maintenance  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  became  void.  But  this  fallacy  did 
not  fucceed,  though  it  cauled  mucn  dil— 
order  in  the  country.  Mr.  Worfley  pre¬ 
fen  ted  a  memorial  to  the  throne,  in  confer 

quence  of  which  his  majefty  was  pleafed 
tp  diredl  (agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  his 
attorney  and  folicitor  general)  <£  that  in 
“  cafe  the  arrears  of  the  faid  tax  was 
“  not  paid  on  or  before  the  ill  day  of 
4£  July  next,  that  his  majefty ’s  attorney 
“  general  of  Barbados  do  caufe  proper 
“  law-fuits  to  be  commenced  againft  all 
“  perfons  liable  to  pay  fuch  arrears,  &c.” 
and  thefe  arrears  were  accordingly  reco¬ 
vered.  About  this  period,  the  duke  of 
Portland,  who  had  been  appointed  go¬ 
vernor  of  Jamaica,  landed  at  Barbados 
with  hisdutchefs  and  a  fplendid  retinue; 
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•ind  thole  noble  vilitants  departed  from 

thence,  highly  pleafed  with  the  elegance, 
politenefs,  and  hofpitality  of  the  Bar¬ 
badians. 

Mr.  Worlley  left  the  government  of 
Barbados  in  173 1,  and  Samuel  Berwick, 
efq.  prefident  of  the  council,  fucceeded 
him.  Mr.  Berwick  (as  feveral  of  his 
predeceflors  had  done)  executed  his 
commiffion  without  any  falary  or  pre- 
fent  from  the  alTembly,  during  the  fliort 
time  he  prefided. 

He  died  the  year  following,  and  James 
Dottin  efq.  the  next  member  of  council, 
became  commander  in  chief.  The  legis¬ 
lature,  by  an  a£t  of  the  illand,  fettled  four 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  upon  Mr. 
Dottin  ;  a  proof  at  what  an  ealy  expence 
the  bufinefs  of  this  government  was  then 
carried  on. 


In 


In  1733  lord  vifcount  Howe  was  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  of  Barbados:  he  arrived 
in  that  idand  the  fame  year.  The  legis¬ 
lature  fettled  four  thoufand  pounds  upon 
his  lordfhip  :  a  large  ium  indeed  for  the 
circumftances  of  the  ifland  at  that  time  ! 
but  which,  however,  the  governor  gene- 
roudy  expended  in  the  idand.  The  uni- 
verfal  good  character  of  this  nobleman 
filled  every  heart  with  joy  upon  his  ar¬ 
rival :  his  lordfhip  did  not  difappoint  the 
hopes  and  expectations  of  Barbados.  By 
a  generality  of  temper,  and  a  complacen¬ 
cy  of  deportment ;  by  an  equitable  dis¬ 
tribution  of  juftice,  and  a  fteady  adherence 
to  the  conllitution  and  true  intereft  of 
the  country  he  prefided  over  j  he  preferv- 
ed  the  idand  free  from  fiction,  and  gain¬ 
ed  the  affedtion  and  efteem  of  all  the  in¬ 
habitants.  So  pacific  a  period  affords  lit¬ 
tle 


fie  matter  for  hiftory  to  tranfmit.  The 
good  agreement  between  the  governor, 
council,  and  aflembly,  produced  the  bed; 
effe&s  for  the  mother  country,  as  well 
as  for  the  colony ;  and  furely  never  was 
there  an  experiment  made  with  fo  much 
fuccefs,  of  what  importance  the  right 
choice  of  a  governor  is  to  the  profperity 
of  this,  or  any  other  of  our  fugar  iflands  ; 

yet  it  has  been  faid,  that,  if  this  noble- 

■ 

man  had  lived  a  few  years  longer,  he 
would  have  ruined  Barbados  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  luxury  :  but  alas  !  experience 
hath  fully  taught  us,  that  if  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  country  poffefs  the  means 
of  indulging  luxurious  diffipation,  the 
practice  will  be  obtained  in  the  mo¬ 
ther  country,  if  the  times  forbid  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  it  in  their  native  ifle :  but 
(for  a  moment)  fuppofe  the  charge  to 


be,  in  feme  degree,  true ;  was  it  not  an 

*  w  t 

honed:  policy  in  the  governor,  to  divert  in 

pleafures 


pleafures  and  amufements  that  wealth 
which  had  formerly  fo  often  kindled  the 
flames  of  party  ?  Lord  Howe  died  in 
March  1735  ;  the  council  and  alfembly 
(applauded  by  all  their  countrymen''  to 
teftify  their  grateful  remembrance  of  his 
lordfhip,  as  well  as  to  diftinguifh  merit, 
prefented  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  to  lady  Howe. 

Mr.  Dottin  fucceeded  again  to  the 
command,  and  received  a  fettlement  of 
lix  hundred  pounds  per  annum:  his  admi- 

niftration  was  gentle  and  inoffenfive. 

*  ‘ 

In  1739  the  honourable  Robert  Byng 
was  appointed  governor  of  Barbados, 
where  he  arrived  loon  after  his  appoint¬ 
ment.  The  times  were  unfavourable  to 
Mr.  Byng.  He  came  to  the  government 
at  a  time  when  the  houfe  of  representa¬ 
tives  feemed  pertinacioufly  devoted,  to 
the  will  of  their  Speaker  Henry  Peers,  efq. 

a  gentleman 


a  gentleman  who  had  been  difappointed 
in  his  hope  of  procuring  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Barbados  for  himfelf,  and  whofe 
imaginary  intereft  and  real  intention 
it  was,  to  diftrefs  the  new  governor. 

From  men”  (fays  the  great  Sully)  “  all 
“  things  may  be  expedhed  :  they  are  not 

“  to  be  kept  firm  to  their  duty,  inte- 
“  gtity,  and  the  laws  of  fociety,  by  fi- 
“  delity  and  virtue,  but  by  their  hopes 
<c  and  wifhes.”  Mr.  Byng  was  by  the 
firit  addrefs  of  the  affembly,  as  well  as 
by  private  conferences,  entertained  with 
declamations  of  the  poverty  of  Barbados, 

and  the  ftedfaft  refolutions  of  its  repre- 

%■ 

fentatives  concerning  his  appointment, 
“  which,  they  laid,  could  not  be  equal  to 
“  his  predeceflors.  The  governor  obferved, 
“  that  the  country  was  now  in  a  more 
“  fiourilhing  condition  than  his  prede- 
<£  celfor  found  it  in  ;  he  was  confcious  of 
“  having  brought  with  him  as  good  in- 
4  “  tentions 
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“  tentions  as  the  bed  of  his  predeceffprs  j 
e<  but  that  if  he  was  Id's  conffdered  than 
xi  his  immediate  predecelTor,  he  could 
“  not  avoid  thinking  it  was  fettina:  an 
<£  ignominious  mark  upon  him ;  an  in- 
“  dignity  under  which  he  could  not  fit 
“  eafy.”  But  he  could  not  obtain  more 
than  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum ; 
yet,  to  render  this  more  palatable,  an 
additional  prefent  was  added  of  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  to  repair 
the  governor’s  Ioffes  at  fea,  the  flip  in 
which  his  baggage  was,  having  been 
taken  by  the  Spaniards.  This  was  cer¬ 
tainly  an  ad  of  generofity  in  the  allem- 
bly  ;  but  it  did  not  heal  the  breach  be¬ 
tween  the  governor  and  fpeaker,  which 

was  now  notorious,  and  faction  again 
reared  its  hydra-head  with  its  ufual  vio¬ 
lence.  n  At  length  the  fpeaker  was 

n  Henry  Peers,  cfq.  fpeaker  of  the  afiembly,  was 
lieutenant  general,  mafler  general  of  the  ordnance, 

iiript 


ftript  of  all  the  ports  which  he  held 
under  the  crown.  A  circumftance  that 


preudent  of  the  council  of  war,  colonel  of  a  rem- 

CD 

n i e n t  of  militia,  and  a  juftice  of  peace.  He  was 
fucceeded  as  lieutenant  general,  matter  general  of 
the  ordnance,  and  prefident  of  the  council  of  war, 
by  Thomas  Applewhaite,  efq.  one  of  the  members 
oi  his  majefty’s  council,  and  who  had  been  major 
general  and  colonel  of  the  Windward  regiment  i 
thefe  two  gentlemen  were  many  years  contempo¬ 
raries.  They  both  gained  honour  and  reputation 
in  their  country  ;  but  'with  very  different  tempers, 
they  attached  themfelves  early  to  oppofite  parties, 
and  frequently  efpoufed  contending  interefts  :  yet, 
ftrange  to  fay  !  they  lived  together  in  a  clofe  inti¬ 
macy.  Mr.  Peers  had  good  fenfe,  and  ftrong  natural 
abilities,  and  acquired  a  peculiar  dexterity  in  the 
management  of  a  party.  His  fondnels  ot  power 
plunged  him  deep  in  faction.  Pie  was  every  man’s 
enemy  that  oppofed  his  party,  and  was  often  ferved 
through  fear.  Plis  pafiions  were  impetuous  and  un¬ 
manageable.  He  was  generous,  lively,  fanguine* 
intrepid,  ambitious.  In  friendfhip  warm  :  in  re- 
fentment  implacable.  He  claimed  the  title  of  a  great 
man.  By  his  death  a  powerful  party  loft  their  friend 

affords 
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affords  a  remarkable  asra  in  this  ad- 
miniftration.  Mr.  Peers  died  ibon  after, 
and  tranquillity  was  re-affuming  its  em¬ 
pire  throughout  the  ifland,  when  death 
1'natched  from  the  world  the  governor 
himfelf.  Mr.  Byng’s  adminiftration  was 
lhort  and  adtive.  He  lived  only  ten 
months  in  Barbados.  His  refolution  and 
activity  ;  his  laborious  turn  for  bufinefs, 
and  an  indefatigable  application  which 
nothing  could  divert ;  his  attention  to 
the  defence  of  the  ifland  he  command- 

and  patron.  Mr.  Applewhaite  pofTeiTed  a  found 
judgment,  and  an  amiable  difpofition,  and  was  too 
candid  and  difiaterefled  for  the  intrigues  of  faction. 
His  moderation  difen^aq-ed  him  from  the  incon- 

O  O 

veniencies  of  party-zeal.  He  was  every  man's  friend 
that  needed  his  friendfhip,  and  men  were  attached 
to  him  by  affedtion.  His  paflions  were  under  the 
command  of  his  reafon.  He  was  compaffionate, 
affable,  fmcere,  calm,  refolutc.  In  friendfhip 
fleady  :  in  refentment  placable.  All  men,  with  ail 
united  voice,  called  him  a  good  man.  By  his  death 
the  poor  loft  their  father  and  fupport. 
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ed,  by  forming  its  militia,  and  repairing 
its  fortifications;  and  his  fchemes  for 
the  extention  of  trade ;  joined  to  his  pru¬ 
dent  difcernment,  which  produced  the 
bed  commiffion  of  the  peace  ever  iffued 
in  that  ifland,  led  many  to  regret  the 

death  of  a  governor,  of  whom  they  had 
entertained  great  expectations,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  early  opposition  he  encoun¬ 
tered  °. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Byng’s  death,  the  af- 
fembly  unanimoully  agreed  to  the  follow- 

°  Mr.  Byng’s  good  fenfe  {hewed  itfelf  very  flrong 
in  this  remarkable  inftance.  Theaflembly  prefented 
an  addrefsto  him  of  the  8th  of  July  1740,  which* 
from  a  previous  knowledge,  he  thought  was  ex¬ 
tremely  fevere  and  unkind  towards  him  :  he,  never-, 
thelefs,  with  a  gracious  fmile,  received  it,  made  no 
reply  to  it,  but  with  great  cordiality  and  apparent 
friendfhip,  carefled  the  aflembly-men  who  prefented 
it,  and  all  others  that  fell  in  his  way  ;  and  a&ually 
did  give  a  lucrative  employment  to  one  ol  them  the 
next  day, 

mg 
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ing  refolves :  i.  That  as  many  difadvan- 
tages  and  mifchiefs  have  been  found  to 
arife,  by  means  of  the  fettlements  made 
by  the  general  affembly  on  governors, 
this  houfe  is  now  abfolutely  determined 
not  to  make  any  fettlement  whatever  on 
any  future  governor  :  and  that  every 
member  of  this  prefent  affembly,  while 
he  continues  in  that  trufl,  will  fieadily 
and  unalterably  abide  by  this  refolution, 
notwithflanding  any  plaufible  reafons,  or 
pretences,  that  may  be  urged  to  induce 
him  to  alter  the  fame.  And  this  houfe 
eaneftly  recommends,  and  hopes  all  future 
affemblies  will  comply  therewith. 
2.  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  made  to 
his  mod  excellent  majefty,  humbly  be- 
feeching  him  to  give  directions,  that  fuch 
a  falary  for  the  future  governors  may  be 
afiigned,  and  paid  out  of  the  duty  of  four 
and  half  per  cent,  arifing  on  the  produce 
of  this  ifland,  as  may  be  fufficient  for 

F  their 


their  fupport,  and  the  dignity  of  this  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  mcft  humbly  to  entreat 
his  majedy  to  dilcontinue  the  inftrudtion 
permitting  and  allowing  the  aflembly  to 
make  an  additional  fettlement  on  any  go¬ 
vernor.  And  that  an  humble  reprefen- 
tation  be  alfo  made  to  the  lords  commif- 
lioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  praying 
their  lordfhips  endeavours  to  promote, 
and  get  eftablifhed,  what  is  implored  of 
his  majefty. 

In  1740  Mr.  Dottin  again  became  pre- 
lident,  and  continued  fo  until  the  arrival 
of  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  in  1742. 

When  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  arrived 
at  Barbados,  an  unufual  fhynefs  prevailed 
in  the  aflembly  towards  their  new  gover¬ 
nor.  Though  the  preceding  aflembly  had 
refolved  not  to  make  any  fettlement  what¬ 
ever  upon  a  future  governor  :  neverthe- 

lels. 


' 


[  6 9  ] 

Jefs,  the  then  aflembly  granted  to  Sir 
Thomas  three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 
The  inimitable  Sully,  the  ableftpolitician, 
and  (what  is  more  to  his  honour)  the  mod; 
unprejudiced  man  that  hiftoryfurnilhes  us 
with  an  account  of,  remarks,  “  that  the 
“  word  Parliament  carries  withitanideaof 
“  equity,  and  even  wifdcm  ;  yet  in  thefe 
“  bodies  we  meet  with  fuch  inftances  of 
“  irregularity,  that  one  cannot  help  con- 
“  eluding,  that,  if  infallibility  may  be 
“  hoped  for  among  men,  it  will  be  found 
“  rather  in  one  than  a  multitude.”  To  Sir 
Thomas  Robinfon,  Barbados  is  indebted 
for  an  excellent  armoury,  the  bed:  in  the 
Wed:  Indies,  which  he  built  at  his  own 
cxpence,  and  the  utility  o(  which  that 
idand  hath  experienced  ever  fince;  yet 
this  armoury,  and  fome  alterations  of 
Pilgrim-houfe,  which  were  undertaken 
without  the  knowledge,  and  executed 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  afiembly, 

A  ' 

F  2  raifed 


t  70  j 

faifed  many  contentions  and  difputes, 
between  the  governor  and  that  body, 
which  never  fubfided  :  and  the  aflembly 
refufed  to  pay  for  what  they  had  not  di- 
1  c(5ted  .  the  Oovernor  was  at  length  re^ 

<D 

called. 

*  Air-  jf  (  *  i  TV 

Sii  Thomas  remained  at  Barbados  un¬ 
til  tne  arrival  of  his  fucceftor  the  honour¬ 
able  Henry  Grenville  in  1747.  The 
council  and  aflembly  fettled  three  thou- 
land  pounds  per  annum  upon  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville,  whole  adminiftration  was  during 
the  calm  of  peace,  confequently  not  very 
interefting.  In  this  adminiftration  the 
legal  intereft  of  money  was  reduced  by 
law  from  eight  to  fix  per  cent .  a  very  ufe- 
ful  meafure  for  the  country,  becaule,  the 
annual  produce  of  plantations  having  de- 
creafed,  the  people  were  lefs  able  to  pay 
a  large  intereft  ;  and  experience  proved, 
that  their  eftates  were  unequal  to  an  eight 
per  cent,  intereft :  a  circumftance  alone 

that 
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that  muft  always  overbalance  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  credit,  which  high  interefl  affords 
a  country  ;  for  what  advantage  could  a 
planter  derive  from  a  loan,  if  he  had  not 
a  profpedt  of  repaying  it  ?  The  Barbadi¬ 
ans,  taught  by  experience  the  mifchiev- 
ous  effects  of  party,  united  to  render  Mr. 
Grenville’s  fituation  agreeable  to  hi mfelf, 
which  his  addrefs  rendered  not  difplea- 
ling  to  them.  Abroad,  he  maintained 
the  honour  of  his  royal  mafter,  particu¬ 
larly  by  the  fuccefsful  effort  he  made  to 

7  ?  •*.'  f  f  f  ,  .  y  f\ T  / 

prevent  the  French  from  fettling  Tobago, 
then  a  neutral  ifland.  At  home,  unat¬ 
tached  to  any  fadtion,  he  fupported  his 
commiffion  with  a  pompous  date ;  and 
though  all  confeffed  the  haughtinefs  of 
the  man,  they  could  not  but  admire  the 
dignity  of  the  governor.  In  governments, 
as  well  as  in  courts,  all  things  are  brought 
about  by  artifice.  The  governor  had  the 
fuccefs,  at  the  clofe  of  his  adminiftra- 

f  |  f  •  \  >  ••  /V  » 


► 


lion,  to  obtain  thofe  public  marks  of  ap¬ 
probation,  which  were  never  before 
lavifhed  upon  any  governor;  for  fo  far 
did  the  then  affembly  proceed  in  their 
profeffions  of  efteem  to  this  gentleman, 
that  they  voted  a  ftatue  of  him  (one 
member  only  diffenting)  to  be  eredled  in 
the  town-hall,  where  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice  are  held,  in  honour  to  his  memory, 
and  to  exemplify  to  pofterity  a  pattern  of 
jufHce  and  integrity  p.  Mr.  Grenville 

p  The  only  perfons  intruded  by  the  governor  with 
his  lecret  wiflies  for  a  datue  were  John  Fairchild  efq. 
reprefentative  for  St.  Michael’s  parifli,  and  William 
Duke  efq.  clerk  of  the  affembly  ;  thefe  influenced 
the  then  affembly.  John  Lyle  efq.  reprefentative 
for  St.  George’s  parifli,  and  his  friends,  were 
thought  to  be  not  well  afifedted  to  the  governor : 
Ralph  Weckes  efq.  (who  was  to  fucceed  to  the 
command  of  the  ifland)  wTas  therefore  prevailed 
upon  to  refign  the  judgefhip  of  Odin’s  court, 
which  was  given  to  Lyte  ;  thus  was  he  and  his 
party  appeafed  ;  the  compliment  intended  the  go¬ 
vernor  was  a  pidfure  ;  when  this  was  mentioned 
in  the  houfe,  a  member  moved  for  a  datue  :  the 
houfe  confented. 
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continued  governor  of  Barbados  till  May 
1J51,  when  he  applied  for,  and  obtain¬ 
ed,  leave  to  return  to  England. 

Ralph  Weekes,  efq.  the  fenior  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  council,  was  then  invelled 
with  the  command.  The  allembly  gave 
him  twelve  hundred  pounds  per  annum , 
tolupport  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
kin?’s  commiffion  :  He  was  a  good  pre- 
fident,  andpreferved  the  affairs  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  their  ufual  channel. 

In  Auguft  1756  Charles  Pinfold,  efq; 
governor  of  Barbados,  arrived  in  that 
illand.  He  obtained  a  fettlement  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum.  A 
quiet,  eafy  governor  fuits  beft  a  co¬ 
lony  ;  fuch  was  Mr.  Pinfold,  whofe 
qualities,  however,  were  of  the  negative 
kind.  His  adminiftration  was  long  and 

intcrefting.  His  conftant  attention  to. 
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the  bufmefs  of  the  court  of  chancery  was 
truly  meritorious  ;  fo  regular  was  his  at¬ 
tendance,  and  io  afhduous  was  he  to  ex— 
pedite  the  bufmefs  of  that  court,  that 
when  xie  left  the  ifland,  there  was  not 
one  caufe  upon  the  chancery  lift  ripe  for 
hearing.  During  this  period  the  Bar¬ 
badians  bore  no  inconfiderable  fhare  in 
the  glorious  events  which  diftinguiftied 
the  Britifh  arms  during  the  laft  war.  A 
refolution  having  been  formed  in  Eng¬ 
land  to  reduce  the  ifland  of  Martinique 
(the  key  of  the  Canbbeesj,  the  fame  was 
communicated  to  the  governor  of  Barba¬ 
dos.  The  governor  immediately  called 
together  the  council  and  aflembly,  and 
having  communicated  this  intelligence, 
a  law  pafled  for  aflifting  his  majefty’s 
forces  j  when  the  inhabitants,  regardlefs 
of  the  injury  their  trade  muft  receive, 
and  which  it  afterwards  did  receive,  by 
the  acquifition  of  the  large  and  valuable 
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iiland  of  Martinique,  gave  their  afiifl> 
ance  with  a  zeal,  unanimity,  and  fpirit, 
fcarcely  to  be  paralleled.  Five  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty -eight  white  men 
(volunteers)  were  expeditioufly  raifed, 
cloathed,  and  paid  by  the  country  ;  to 
thefe  were  added  five  hundred  and 
eighty-three  negroes.  They  joined  his 
majefty’s  forces,  and  affifted  at  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Martinique.  This  expe¬ 
dition  coft  Barbados  s  twenty  four 
thoufand  pounds  currency,  befides  a 
large  fupply  of  provifions,  which  the 
Barbadians  fent  to  the  forces  while  they 
were  befieging  the  enemy.  During  this 
adminiftration  the  fiamp  aft  palled  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain.  This  aft: 
threatened  a  precedent  big  with  fatal 

q  Ten  thoufand  pounds  (fterling)  were  repaid 
by  the  government.  The  difference  of  exchange 
between  Great-  Britain  and  Barbados  is  thirty-five 
per  cent. 
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mifchief ;  yet  this  colony  fubniitted  to 
Jts  validity,  and  trufting  to  the  equity  of 
the  Britifh  legiflature  for  its  repeal,  when 
its  pernicious  tendency  fhould  be  perceiv¬ 
ed,  was  content  with  remonftrating  a- 
g <1 1  n ft  hs  oppreffion.  This  a£t  was  foon 
repealed  ;  but  during  the  few  months  it 
was  in  force,  the  fum  of  two  thoufand 
live  hundred  pounds  was  collected  at 
liat  bados,  and  remitted  to  England.  Go¬ 
vernor  Pinfold,  having  obtained  leave  to 
return  to  England,  embarked  on  board 
the  Bn  taenia,  capt.  Davis.,  the  27th  of 
May  1766. 

Samuel  Rous  efq.  the  fenior  member 
of  council,  then  reiident  upon  the  ifland, 
acceded  to  the  command,  and  took  the 
oaths  of  oflice  immediately  after  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  governor.  The  council 
and  aiTembly  fettled  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  upon  the  prefident 

during 
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during  bis  refidence  at  Pilgrim-houfe ; 
nor  do  we  find  that  this  gentleman  hath 
proved  himfelf  unworthy  of  the  gene- 
‘rofity  of  his  countrymen*  oath 

fupported  his  ftation,  with  a  fplendor 
and  magnificence,  equal  to  the  unulual 
largenefs  cf  his  falary,  and  hath  acquit¬ 
ted  himfelf  in  otner  refpects  to  tiie  la- 
tisfadtion  of  his  country,  notwithnanc*- 
ing  he  has  been  engaged  in  a  point  oi 
fome  delicacy,  with  the  prefent  fpcaker 

of  the  affembly.  John  Gay  Alleyne,  efq. 
havinn  been  chofen  lpeakei  of  tne  houle 
of  reprefen-tatives,  and  approved  of  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  immediately  ckum- 
ed  from  the  king  s  reprefentativc  the  al¬ 
lowance  of  certain  privileges,  which  lie 
alledged  the  reprefen tatives  of  the  people 
were  intitled  to.  Thefe  privileges  are  : 

Firft,  Exemption  from  arrefts  to  thetn- 
.fclves  and  fervants. 

Secondly, 


Secondly,  Liberty  of  fpeech. 

Thirdly,  Accefs  at  all  times  to  the 
king’s  reprefen tative. 

To  this  demand  the  prefrdent  faid, 
“  He  would  give  his  anfwer  at  the  next 
“  fmi,,g  of  the  aflcmbly,”  cautioufly  tak¬ 
ing  time  for  confideration  and  advice : 
and  his  anfwer  being  at  length  given, 

was  %  “  I  give  and  grant,  as  far  as  is  con- 
“fiftent  with  the  royal  prerogative, 
“  and  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  this 
“  ifland,  every  privilege  and  liberty 
“  which  hath  been  enjoyed  by  any  for- 

In  the  firff  edition  this  anfwer  was  repre- 
icnted  in  other  terms  (though  the  meaning  was 
not  very  different)  :  this  was  owing  to  mifinfor- 
mation  ;  which,  the  diftance  of  place,  and  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  gathering  materials,  will,  it  is  hoped,  ex- 

cufe. 
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“  met*  affembly,  to  be  enjoyed  by  you, 
as  fully  and  freely  as  ever.”  The  ob- 
lervations  that  arile  from  this  anfvver  are 
too  obvious  to  be  illuftrated  here  :  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  but  juft  ice  to  acknowledge, 
that  it  was  themoft  fenfible  and  judicious 
the  prefident  could  have  given  :  for  if  he 
had  abfolutely  and  unrefervedly  granted 
the  demand,  he  might  (and  perhaps  with 
juftice  too)  have  been  cenfured  by  the 
government  in  England  ;  and  indeed 
fuch  grant  muff  have  been  confirmed 
by  a  higher  power  than  the  prefident’s, 
before  it  could  have  had  effedt :  on  the 
other  hand,  had  he  rejected  the  demand 
entirely,  the  remaining  fhort  period  of 
his  adminiftration  might  have  been  im- 
bittered  by  difientions  and  difputes  :  but 
his  referve  was  prudent  ;  he  granted 
every  privilege  that  had  been  enjoyed  by 

any  former  affembly.  What  privilege  or 
liberty  had  ever  been  granted  or  enjoyed 


by  a  former  affcmbly  ?  None.  What 
then  was  granted  to  the  prefent  ?  Surely 
none.  But  with  this  anfwer  the  fpeaker 
retired  feemingly  well  content ;  and  mofi: 
likely  he  was  really  fo  ;  he  had  gained 
the  much-wifbed-for  opportunity  of  ha¬ 
ranguing,  and  of  dazzling  the  eyes  of 
the  world,  with  a  glare  of  patriotifm  f. 

f  Here  it  may  be  neceffkry  to  obferve,  that  the 
cudom  of  the  fpeaker’s  a  (king  for  privileges  is  an 
a<51  of  his  own,  upon  which  he  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  take  any  inftru&ions  from  the  houfe  ; 
for  after  the  choice  of  a  fpeaker,  the  houfe  by  the 
rules  of  parliament  can  do  no  bufinefs  until  he 
has  been  approved  ;  at  other  times  indeed  he  de¬ 
livers  himfelf  by  command  of  the  houfe  :  from 
hence  the  reafon  will  appear,  why,  in  treating  of 
thefe  privileges,  the  fpeaker  is  confidered  as  diftinct 
from  the  houfe,  and  what  is  faid  of  him  made 
applicable  only  to  himfelf.  See  farther,  Preface  to 
Privileges  of  Jamaica,  page  19. 
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In  regard  to  the  privileges  thus  de¬ 
manded,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the 
exemption  from  arrefts  was  neverclaimed, 
confequently  never  pofieffed,  by  any  pre- 
ceding  affembly.  if  is  meant  an  ex- 
emption  from  arreds  at  ail  times,  the  pre¬ 
cedent  mu  ft  have  a  fatal  tendency  to 
affedt  the  credit  of  Barbados ;  nor  would 
the  injury  be  much  lefs  prejudicial,  if 
confined  to  the  day  of  the  aftembly’s  fit¬ 
ting  ;  for,  under  the  protection  of  fer- 
vants,  may  not  the  power  be  given  to 
fcreen  from  debt,  and  to  find  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  convey  from  off  the  ifland,  a 
number  of  Haves?  The  police  of  Barbados 
is  not  altogether  fimilar  to  that  of  Great- 

Britain  :  but  even  if  it  was,  how  could 

% 

the  community  in  general,  by  any  means, 
be  benefited  by  their  representatives  being 
exempt  from  arrefts  ? 

In 


In  a  fifter-colony,  the  council  and 
affembly  claim  this  privilege  of  ex- 
cmption  from  arrefts  to  their  perfons, 
fervants,  and  equipages  * :  A  reprefenta- 
tive’s  coach -horfes  were  feized  ;  the 
officers,  who  levied  upon  the  horfes,  were 
committed  by  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe. 
The  prifoners  applied  to  the  governor  (as 
chancellor)  for  an  habeas  corpus  the 
governor  granted  it,  and  they  were'  re¬ 
leafed  ;  the  affembly  was  foon  after  dif- 
lblved.  The  new  affembly  re-committed 
the  officers,  as  they  conceived  the  court 
of  chancery  had  no  right  to  interfere  ;  but 
the  officers  were  again  releafed  as  before  j 
and  thus  this  matter  continued  unfettled, 
until  a  new  alfembly  was  chofen  in  the 
year  1765,  which  remained  filent  as  to 
the  officers,  and  made  no  attempt  to 

*  Privileges  of  Jamaica,  Preface,  page  5  page  8  b; 

page  15.  • 
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commit  them  a  third  time j  but  they 
addreffed  the  governor  to  expunge  the 
record  of  his  determination  :  this  was 
refufed,  and  their  difputes  were  re¬ 
vived.  Whether  this  governor  did  well 
or  ill  in  the  part  he  afted,  is  not  for  us 
to  determine  ;  poffibly  the  moil  unex¬ 
ceptionable  method  of  releafing  the  pri- 
foners  would  have  been  by  a  proroga¬ 
tion,  or  diffolution  of  the  afTembly  j  but 
be  this  as  it  may,  this  circumftance  is 
mentioned  to  fhew,  how  the  creditor 
muff  have  fuffered  in  acquiring  his  legal 
demand,  and  how  the  officers  muff  have 
fuffered  in  executing  the  duties  of  their 
office,  if  fome  power  had  not  interfered ; 
a  power  which  ought  furely  to  be  lodged 
fomewhere,  as  a  check  upon  the  exor¬ 
bitant  ufe  of  this  privilege,  a  ufe  (’tis  too 
true)  that  might  always  be  made  of  it, 
in  any  country  whatever.  Now,  if  a 
creditor  hath  no  other  method  of  coming 
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at  his  legal  debt,  and  the  feizure  of  fer- 
vants  or  equipage  lhould  be  his  dernier 
refort ;  would  it  not  be  an  injury  of  the 
higheft  degree,  to  prevent  the  exercife  of 
his  claim  ?  Or,  can  any  benefit  arife  to  a 

Sc  • 

community  in  general,  when  a  part  of 
that  community  exempts  the  remainder 
Irom  the  ultimate  acquifition  of  its  pro¬ 
perty  ?  In  a  trading  country,  efpecially, 
the  fhorteft  methods  that  can  be  procured, 
fhould  be  allowed  to  creditors  to  acquire 
their  juft  debts ;  and  to  deprive  a  fubjedt 
of  fuch  means,  is  equally  an  hardship  to 
him,  and  an  injury  to  the  country  he  lives 
in.  How  eafy  might  it  be  for  a  bad  man 
to  mortgage  his  eftate  for  its  value,  make 
facredhis  perfon  by  privilege,  and  ruin  his 
junior  creditors  :  and  how  can  it  be  faid 
that  the  courfe  of  juftice  will  not  be  af- 
fedted  •,  when  a  man  who  ought  legally  to 
be  a  prifoner,  and  his  goods  and  chattels 
forfeited  to  his  creditors,  (hall  be  turned 

loofe, 


Ioofe,  whenever  an  affembly  is  to  meet, 
and  for  fo  long  as  they  may  fet,  attended 
with  equipage  and  fervants  ;  and,  of  the 
latter,  moft  likely,  as  many  as  he  pleafes 
to  take ;  and  which,  no  doubt,  he  may 
take  that  occafion  to  convey  w’here  he 
pleafes  :  and  yet,  all  the  time,  he  may 
be  a  freeholder,  by  lands  intailed,  or  by 
right  of  marriage,  or  by  the  courtefy  of 
England.  However  difinterefted,  how¬ 
ever  juft,  however  worthy,  the  prefent 
reprefentatives  of  Barbados  are,  and 
thefe  undoubtedly  have  too  much  juftice 
to  make  an  ill  ul'e  of  any  power  ;  yet  the 
time  may  come,  when  this  may  not  be 
the  cafe;  and  when  the  pernicious  ten¬ 
dency  of  this  privilege  will  be  perceived  ; 
and  when  it  will  be  found  ultimately  to 
be  hurtful,  to  the  fubjedt.  The  only 
plaulible  reafon  given  in  fupport  of  this 
privilege,  is  fecurity  to  the  conftituents 
of  their  reprefentatives  fervices  :  now, 

; -  G  2 
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we  find  that  the  Barbadians  have  never 
wanted  as  able  and  honed  representatives, 
as  their  country  or  any  colony  could  af¬ 
ford,  for  near  a  century  and  a  half ;  and 
they  have  never  perceived,  that  they  ever 
flood  in  need  of  a  grant  of  privileges.  A 
learned  and  ingenious  member u  (in  whofe 
abilities  his  country  places  great  confi¬ 
dence,  and  from  whole  fervices  his  fel¬ 
low-  fubjedis  form  great  hopes  and  expec¬ 
tations)  leems  to  have  had  an  eye  towards 
the  inconveniencies  attending  upon  the 
exorbitant  ufe  of  this  privilege  ;  when,  at 
a  meeting  of  the  affembly  of  Barbados, 
on  June  3,  1767,  he  moved,  “  that  it 
“  fhould  be  declared,  to  be  the  fenfe  of 
“  thehoufe,  that  the  exemption  from  ar- 

“  reds,  and  other  didurbances  of  their 

\  , 

“  perfons  and  fervants,  was  not  intended 
“  by  them  to  be  conftrued,  farther  than 


*  Henry  Beckles  efq, 

* 
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*4  was  neceflary  to  fecure  the  perfonal 
“  attendance  of  each  member  on  the 
“  houfe;  and  in  no  wife  to  interrupt  the 
**  courfe  of  juftice,  which  might  affedt 
“  them  upon  other  occafions.”  This  mo¬ 
tion  was  unanimoufly  approved. 

-v'iOuW  fti }  *■'  It.  C'  *  n  *•'  :■  v  ■ 

As  to  the  exercife  of  this  privilege,  as 
a  fecurity  againft  arbitrary  power,  far  be 
it  from  us  to  objedt  to  fo  ufeful  a  precau¬ 
tion  j  and  could  thus  much  of  this  pri¬ 
vilege  be  obtained,  unclogged  with  other 
circumftances,  it  undoubtedly  would 
have  its  advantages.  Every  branch  of 
legiflature  fhould  be  prevented  from  in¬ 
terfering  with,  or  acquiring  an  undue  in¬ 
fluence  over,  each  other  :  but  care  fliould 

/ 

be  taken,  that  along  with  the  corn,  tares 
do'.not  grow  alfo.  To  thccommons  of 
England,  there  was  a  necefiity  for  the 
exertion  of  this  privilege,  to  protect  them 
from  the  violence  of  former  arbitrary 
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reigns  :  but  ficce  the  Revolution,  that 

happy  sera,  when  liberty  was  fecured  by 

law,  this  neceffity  wears  not  fo  preffing 

an  appearance ;  much  lefs,  when  the 

royal  power  is  delegated  (and  controuled 

by  inftrudtions)  to  a  governor  of  a  co¬ 
lony  x. 

I 

x  So  neceflary  was  this  privilege  formerly,  and 
jet  fo  little  frand  could  it  make  againft  violence, 
that  in  Henry  the  Eighth’s  reign,  when  the  com¬ 
mons  made  a  difficulty  of  granting  the  required 
fupply,  he  fent  for  Montague,  one  of  the  members, 
who  had  a  confiderable  influence  on  the  houfe,  and 
faid  to  him,  “  Ho  !  man  !  will  they  not  fuffer 
<C  my  bill  to  pafs  ?”  and  laying  his  hand  upon 
Montague  s  head,  added,  “  Get  my  biM  palled 
Dy  to-morrow,  or  elfe  to-morrow  this  head  of 
c  yours  fhall  be  off”.  The  next  day  the  bill  was 
palled.  See  Hume’s  Hiftory  of  England.— But  will 

any  man  fay,  that  the  times  now  are  not  widely 
different  ?  thank  God,  they  are;  and  ’tis  every  man’s 
bufinefs  to  enjoy  the  blefling  without  repining,  or 
grafping  at  more. 


Much 


Much  more  indeed  might  be  Said  upon 
this  fubjedt;  but  what  however  would 
with  more  propriety  adorn  the  fpeecii  01 
a  legiflator,  than  grace  the  pen  of  an  his¬ 
torian;  who  has  already  exceeded  the. 
limits  he  prefcribed  to  himfelf.  "W  hat 
has  already  been,  or  may  farther  be  faid 
on  this  fubjedt,  is  offered  with  all  imagi¬ 
nable  refpedt  and  deference,  to  the  prefent 
honefl  and  upright  affembly  of  Barbados, 
who  can  have  no  intereft  divided  fiom 
that  of  their  country.  The  privilege  of 
Speech  to  the  representatives  of  a  people 
is  a  constitutional  privilege,  inherent  in 
that  body  :  it  is  ftrange  then,  that  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  the  Speaker’s  lively  imagination 
fhould  appear  not  to  know  he  poflefled 
this  valuable  privilege,  by  making  a,  de¬ 
mand  of  it.  As  to  accefs  to  the  King  s 
representative,  this  privilege  is  in  itfelf  of 

fo  innocent  and  harmlefs  a  nature  to  the 

G  4  public. 
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public,  that  no  more  prejudice  could  arife 
from  refufing  its  admiffion,  than  good 
could  accrue  by  granting  of  it. 

jui:.  ,zt mlw  memovnoo  o>k'm  ol  has 

To  conclude.  Thefe  fallies  of  the 
fpeaker  s  genius  bring  to  our  remembrance 
a  faying  of  King  James  the  Firft,  as  re¬ 
lated  by  lord  Bacon :  “  When  cardinal 
“  Evereux  (fays  Bacon)  having  in  a  fub- 
je£t  of  divinity  fprinkled  many  orna- 
“  ments  of  learning,  the  king  faid,  they 
were  like  the  blue,  and  yellow,  and  red 

flowers  in  corn,  which  make  a  pleafant 
"  frew,  but  hurt  the  corn.” 

W  X  ‘ 
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On  the  i ft  cf  September  1767,  at  a  • 
meeting  of  the  general  affembly,  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  that  houfe  was  appointed  to 
prepare  a  petition  (in  conjunction  with  a 
committee  of  the  council)  to  be  prelented 
to  the  commons  hotife  of  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  reprefen  ting  the  diftrefles  of 
«9UGi$  the 
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the  ifland  by  the  two  laft  dreadful  fires  in. 
the  chief  town,  the  intention  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  to  rebuild  the  town  on  a  fafer  plan, 
and  to*  make  convenient  wharfs,  and 

£  A 

clean fe  the  Mole-head ;  and  further  repre- 
fenting  the  great  expence  attending  the!e 
works,  and  the  inability  of  the  country 
wholly  to  provide  for  them  :  and  there- 

•  k . 

fore  praying  the  afliftance  of  that  honour¬ 
able  houfe  on  the  occafion.  This  is  a 
reprefen  tat  ion  juft  and  necelTary,  and  this 

a  condudt  much  to  the  honour  of  the  le- 

* 

giflature  of  Barbados:  no  doubt,  there- 
ception  that  this  petition  will  gain  from 
the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  will  reflect 
equal  honour  upon  that  refpedlable  body. 
The  cleanfing  of  the  Mole-head,  and 
erecting  proper  wharfs  for  the  convenience 

oftrade,  are  works  of  the  utmoft  advan- 

\  \ 

tage,  and  therefore  of  the  greatefl  confe- 
quence  to  this  trading  ifland  •,  but  whofe 

A  •  •  •  ^  * 

utility  will  not  be  confined  to  this  fpot 
...  -  alone. 
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alone,  but  mull  fpread  its  influence 
throughout  all  the  Britilh  dominions. 

•  The  Mole y,  when  efredlually  cleaned, 
will  again  afford  a  fafe  retreat  to  fhips  of 
burden  in  the  moll:  ternpeftuous  feafon  ; 
whereas  now  it  cannot  protedt  the  fmal- 
left  vefl'el  :  add  to  this,  the  alarming  and 
increafing  inconvenience  of  landing  and 
fhipping  all  kinds  of  merchandize. 


His  majefty  having  been  gleafed  to  ap¬ 
point  William  Spry,  efq.  governor  of  Bar¬ 
bados,  that  gentleman  landed  at  Bridge- 
Town  the  nth  of  February  1768  ;  and 
was  received  with  all  the  honours  due  to 

I 

his  ftation.  On  the  1 8th  the  aflembly 
attended  the  governor  in  council ;  when 
he  made  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes :  and  on 

y  The  Mole  runs  through  the  foutlveaft  part  of 

1 f 

Bridge-town,  and  falls  into  CarliHe-bay :  and  is 
now  choaked  up  by  fand  and  mud  brought  into  it 
ty  the  tides. 

the. 
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the  lame  day  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
refolved  to  fettle  three  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum  upon  the  governor,  and  a  bill 
to  that  effect  paffed  the  houfe ;  this  bill 
palled  the  council  alfo  the  2zd  of  March  ; 
when  the  fpeaker,  accompanied  by  the 
whole  houfe,  waited  upon  the  governor 
in  council ;  and,  in  delivering  the  bill  to 
him  for  his  affent,  the  fpeaker  addreffcd 
him  in  the  following  terms  : 

May  it  pleafe  your  excellency  ! 

“  By  command  of  the  houfe  of  af- 
“  fembly,  and  with  the  voice  of  unani- 
“  mity  and  concord,  I  have  the  honour 
“  to  prefent  your  excellency  with  a 
“  faithful  earned;  of  the  general  eftecm. 
4‘  By  this  bill  a  large  additional  provi- 
“  lion,  additional  to  that  which  is  ap- 
“  pointed  you  by  the  crown,  is  here  pre- 
“  l'ented  you  by  the  people,  the  better 
4<  to  enable  your  excellency  to  fupport 
4  “  the 


ft  94  ] 

“  the  dignity  of  your  ftation,  and  give 
luftie  to  your  authority  :  a  tribute  not 
more  free,  than  founded  in  the  moft 
“  laudable  defires,  which,  eftablifhing 
“  your  excellency’s  ftate  in  eafe  and  inde- 
“  pendence,  leaves  you  without  a  care,  but 
foi  the  public  interefi,  and  its  honour. 
“  The  time  indeed  has  been,  I  fhould 
have  rather  faid,  the  time  has  always 
“  been,  when  this  tribute  has  been  grant- 
“  ed  in  far  happier  circumftances  of  our 
country ;  but  at  no  time  was  ever  one 
“  refolved  upon  with  a  more  perfect  cor- 
“  diality,  becaufe  at  no  time  fuggefted 
‘  by  a  more  difinterefled  principle  than 
the  prefen t.  From  hence  your  excel— 
"  lency  will  naturally  fuppofe,  that  the 
“  circumftances  of  our  country,  fuffer- 
ing  under  the  preflure  of  repeated  ca- 
“  lamities,  could  not  fail  to  paake  a  part, 

“  a  ferious  part,  of  our  confideratiQiv 
“  upon  this  interfiling  fubjetf; :  yet,  in 

t(  fettling 
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**  fettling  a  pfovifion  neceffary  for  your 
“  excellency’s  honour,  and  our  own,  the 
**  allembly  foon  found  it  in  their  hearts, ' 
“  to.  give  you  the  fulled:  pledge  of  their 
“  affedion,  rather  than,  with  fo  many 
“  engaging  motives  to  that  affedion, 
,c  feem  deficient  in  their  accufiomed  be- 
“  nevolence  ;  determining  to  invite  your 
“  excellency  to  partake  with  us  in  the 
“  refources  for  our  comfort,  rather  than, 
“  by  a  lefs  generous  proceeding,  to  in- 
“  volve  you  in  a  {hare  in  our  misfortunes. 
“  Such,  Sir,  was  the  agreeable  refult  of 
“  our  unbiafied  deliberations ;  and  may 
“  yourexcellency’s  enjoyment  of  thefruits 
“  of  them,  be  as  pure  and  lafting,  as  the 
“  motive  of  our  conduct  in  the  gift 
“  was  liberal  and  honeft.  The  bill  in 
“  my  hand  is  intitled,  *  An  Ad  to  raife 
“  a  fum  of  money  yearly  to  defray  the 
“  expences  of  the  government  to  which 
it  is  my  duty  to  defire  your  excellen- 

i  t'  •  .  t  _  t 
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cy  s  alien t,  and  my  hope,  that  it  may 

“  alfo  meet  withyourentireapprobation.” 

To  this  the  governor  gave  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anfwer  : 

“  Mr.  fpeaker,  and  gentlemen  ! 

“  I  return  you  my  fincere  thanks  for 
“  your  very  affectionate  addrefs.  I  have 
“  the  higheft  fatisfadtion  in  receiving 
“  your  early,  and  cordial  affurances,  of 
“  concurring  with  me  effectually  in  every 
“  meafure,  that  can  tend  to  promote  the 
“  happinefs  of  this  colony,  as  that  will 
“  ever  be  the  principal  object  of  my 
“  willies  and  labours.  The  generous  at- 
“  tention  you  have  been  pleafed  to  pay  to 
“  my  eafe  and  welfare,  demands  the  molt 
“grateful  returns,  and  cannot  but  per- 
“  fedly  anfwer  the  gracious  intention  of 
“  his  majelly,  by  leaving  me  without  a 
“  care,  but  for  his  majefty’s  honour,  and 
“  the  profperity  of  this  illand.” 

In 


In  July  a  bill  pafted.  to  raife  a  fum  of 
money  (upwards  of  two  tboufand  pounds) 
for  the  repairs  of  Pilgrim-houfe.  The 
Barbadians  promife  themfelves  much  fa- 
tisfadlion  under  the  government 2  of  Mr. 
Spry  ;  from  whofe  good  fen fe,  and  ami- 
rftfte  difpofition,  they  may  reafonably 
expedt  a  juft  adminiftration ;  when  the 
eafe  of  the  fubject,  and  the  dignity  of 
the  crown  will  be  equally  preferved ; 
when  the  ftream  of  government  favour 
will  flow  through  a  clear  and  tranfparent 
channel ;  and  when  unanimity,  fo  eflential 
to  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  every  com- 


*  The  prefent  members  of  his  majefty’s  council, 
of  Barbados  are : 


Sir  John  Gibbons,  Bart,  and  K.  B. 


Samuel  Rous, 

John  Dottin, 
JEdward  Jordan, 
Henry  Thornhill, 
Abr.  Cumberbatch, 
Henry  Frere, 


Conrade  Adams, 

Gedney  Clarke, 

w 

Francis  Ford, 

yjs* 

r 

Rob.  Braithwaite, 

1 JJ 

• 

Irenaeus  Moe, 

W 

CO 


muni  tv. 


t  98-  ] 

munity,  will  be  promoted,  and  encou¬ 
raged,  under  the  aufpicious  influence  of 
a  mild,  and  able  governor. 


4 


The  prefent  members  of  the  affembly  of  Barbados  : 


S.  Mich.  Parifh  j 
Chrift  Church  | 


Samfon  W ood, 
Patrick  Lynch, 
Thom  as  Ince, 
Henry  Beckles, 


S.  Philipp 
S.  George’s 
S.  John’s 
S.  Jofeph’s 
S.  Andrew’s 
S.  Thomas’s 
S.  James’s 
S.  Peter’s 
S.  JLucy's 


{ 

{ 
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{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 
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John  Gittens, 
Thomas  Drake, 
Samuel  Sedgwick, 
Eyre  YVallcot, 
Richard  Downes, 
Benjamin  Mallony, 
Henry  Holder, 
Benjamin  Meilowes, 
John  Gay  Alleyne, 
James  Maycock, 
William  Alleyne, 
George  Sanders, 
John  Ridgway. 
Thomas  Alleyne, 
John  Denny, 

Jofeph  Leacock, 
Hillary  Rowe, 
Hillary  Rowe  junior. 
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Of  its  Conftitution 


j"^  H  E  government  of  Barbados  con- 
fi!ls  of  a  governor,  who  is  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  king  j  a  council  of  twelve  men, 
who  are  alfo  appointed  by  his  majefty, 
by  letters  of  mandamus  •  and  an  affem- 
b!y  of  twenty-two  freeholders,  chofen  by 
a  majority  of  freeholders,  from  the  fcveral 
patifhes.  Two  reprefentatives  are  return- 
ed  from  each  parilh.  The  governor  is 
the  reprefentative  of  the  crown ;  he  is 
commander  in  chief,  chancellor,  ordina- 

* 

ry,  and  vice  admiral  of  the  ifland.  The 
members  of  council  (as  privy  counfellors) 
advife  and  affift  the  governor,  in  all 
matters  relative  to  the  government ;  and  . 
are  a  curb  upon  him,  if  he  exceeds  the 
bounds  of  his  corrimiflion  :  they  (as  part 
of  the  legislature)  form  the  upper  houfe, 
and  in  palling  ail  laws,  aft  as  the  houfe  of 
Beets  in  Great  Britain  :  the  council 
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board  is  wifely  adapted  as  a  balance  in 
the  legillative  authority ;  it  may  always 
be  a  check  upon  an  affiembly,  and  a 

reftraint  upon  a  governor.  The  gover¬ 
nor,  and  the  members  of  council,  conlbi- 
tute  the  courts  of  chancery  and  errors,, 
where  each  member  gives  his  opinion  in 
all  caufes.  The  governor,  as  chancellor, 
grants  adminiftrations,  and  executorffiips 
of  eftates  of  perfons  dying  inteftate,  to- 
whom  he  pleafes :  he  alfo  admits  licenti¬ 
ates,  and  grants  probates  to  wills ;  he  hath 
power  to  appoint  and  difplace  all  milita¬ 
ry  officers,  and  to  diffolve  the  alfembly, 
and  alfo  to  place  a  negative  upon  all  bills  : 
judges  of  the  courts,  and  iuftices  of  the 
peace  cannot  be  appointed,  but  by  and 
with  the  confent  of  the  council,  whole 
approbation  or  concurrence  muft  be  ob¬ 
tained  when  a  judge  is  removed  from 
his  office.  No  member  of  council  can 
be  removed  by  a  governor,  without  the 

confent 
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CO  nib  nt  of  the  majority  of  thecouncii, 
unlels  on  forne  very  extraordinary  occafi- 
on  not  fit  to  be  divulged  to  the  whole 
body.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  the  reafons  for 
fuch  fufpenfion  (or  removal)  are  immedi¬ 
ately  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  king  in 
council,  where  the  member  fufpended 
may  make  his  defence.  A  member  of 
council  vacates  his  feat,  byabfenting  him- 
felffeven  years  from  the  council-board, 
without  leave  of  abfence  obtained  from 
the  king:,  or  from  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  ifland.  If  there  are  lefs  than  feven 
members  of  council  refident  upon  the 
ifland,  the  commander  in  chief  hath  power 

to  fill  up  to  that  number,  until  his  ma- 
jefty’s  pleafure  is  known,  that  the  bull- 
nefs  of  the  ifland  may  not  be  retarded3. 

a  The  members  of  council,  while  refident  in  the 
ifland,  by  virtue  of  their  commiflion,  are  ftiled  Ho¬ 
nourable,  and  precede  Baronets.  Cuff om  too  has 
niven  the  title  of  his  Excellency  to  the  governor. 

H  2  '  The  j 
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.  governor  always  fits  in  council,  even 
when  ads  are  pafled;  a  pradice  that 
Teems  to  have  been  eftabli fired  by  cuftom 
only;  for  it  appears  to  be  unconftitutio- 
nal.  It  is  not  a  cuftom  adopted  by  all 
the  colonies.  The  governor,  befides 
hisfalary  of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
payable  out  of  the  four  and  half^rr  cent. 
is  intitled  to  a  third  of  feizures ;  but  he 
is  reftrained  from  receiving  any  prefent 
from  the  aft’embly,  unlefs  as  a  fettlement 

made  by  the  firft  alTembly  he  meets 
after  his  arrival.  This  fettlement  has 
-latterly  been  three  thoufand  pounds  per 
annum  currency.  In  the  abfence  of  a 
governor,  the  fenior  member  of  council 
ads  as  commander  in  chief;  but  lie 
cannot  dilfolve  an  affembly  :  nor  can  he 
remove  or  fufpend  any  officer,  civil  or 
military,  without  the  confent  of  feveix 
members  of  council.  In  other  refpeds 
he  has  the  fame  power  as  a  governor, 
c  The 
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The  prefident  is  allowed  one  half  of  the 
falary  and  emoluments  allotted  to  the 
governor.  Five  members  of  council  make 
a  quorum  to  t  ran  fa  ft  bu  finds,  and  to  con- 
fdtute  a  court  of  chancery,  and  court  of 
error.  The  commander  in  chief  collates 
reflors  to  the  parifhes  of  the  ifland,  which 
are  eleven.  The  rediors  perquifites  are 

4 

confiderable  ;  their  income  eftablitoed  by 
law  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per 
annum,  exclufive  of  all  prelents,  and  o- 
ther  benefits.  The  clergy  are  all  of  the 
church  of  England.  1  he  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  are  chofen  annually,  by 
virtue  of  a  writ  (or  cominiffion)  iflued 
by  the  governor  in  council,  diredlcd  to 
the  eldeft  member  of  council  in  each  pa¬ 
nto,  authorizing  him  to  convene  the  free¬ 
holders,  and  to  receive  their  votes  :  af- 
terwards,  a  return  of  the  writ,  with  a 
certificate  of  the  choice  of  the  freehold¬ 
ers,  is  made  to  the  governor  in  council, 

H  3  when. 
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when  the  reprefen  tatives  take  the  date 
oaths,  and  oaths  of  office,  before  the  go- 
vernorandcouncil ;  which  they  alfodo  upon 
theacceffionofa  new  governor  or  prefident. 
Theaffemblychufe  theirfpeaker,  whocan- 
not  adtasfuch  before  he  isprefented  to,  and 
approved  by  the  commander  in  chief.  The 

9 

fpeaker  and  eleven  other  members  con- 
flitute  a  houfe  lor  tranfadting  of  bufinefs. 
They  chufe  a  clerk  and  marthal  of  their 
houfe.  They  may  expel  any  of  their 
members,  and  may  give  leave  to  two  of 

them  together  to  go  off  the  ifland  for  fix 
months  for  recovery  of  health.  They 
have  power  to  try  and  determine  all  con¬ 
troverted  eledtions,  and  can  adjourn 
themfelves  from  day  to  day  ;  all  longer 
adjournments  are  made  by  the  command¬ 
er  in  chief,  or  with  his  leave.  They, 
together  with  the  governor  and  council, 
annually  nominate  the  agent,  the  trea¬ 
surer,  the  (lore-keeper  of  the  magazines, 

the 
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the  comptroller  of  the  excife,  the  gaug¬ 
ers  of  calks,  and  an  infpedtor  of  health. 
Difagreements  b  have  formerly  arifen  be- 

b  About  the  year  1728  a  difpute  arofe  between 
the  council  and  afiembly  concerning  the  method 
of  i fiuing  orders  for  the  public  money ;  the  for¬ 
mer  infified  upon  that  which  was  efiablifhed  by 
the  king’s  inftru&ions  to  the  governor  ;  the  latter 
had  difcovered,  as  they  thought,  a  method  more 
beneficial  to  the  country,  by  making  a  previous 
application  to  themfelves  necefiary.  Accordingly 
they  framed  an  excife-bill  in  purfuance  of  this 
fcheme :  this  bill  the  council  rejected,  and  gave 
their  reafons  for  their  conduit  z  thefe  reafons  were 
drawn  up  by  a  committee,  and  were  fent,  together 
with  a  draught  of  the  bill,  to  the  fecretary  of  date. 
The  conduit  of  the  council  was  approved,  and  an 
order  was  fent  to  the  governor  to  reject  tne  draugOt. 
of  the  excife-bill,  as  contrary  to  the  conftant  ufagc 
of  Barbados,  &c.  Again,  in  prelident  Berwick’s 
time,  the  fame  topick  was  (farted,  with  feme  Oi.heis 
equally  prejudicial  to  the  authority  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  council  ;  and  the  like  ftagnation  was  given 
to  public  bufinefs  :  but  the  conduit  of  the  council 
was  again  approved,  and  that  of  the  aflembly  con¬ 
fined. 

IT  4 
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tween  tne  council  and  afiembly  concern- 
ing  the  nomination  of  thefe  officers,  and 
alio  concerning  the  method  of  iffiutng 
the  public  money  from  the  treafury ; 
tlieir  difputes  have  gone  lo  far,  that  refe¬ 
rences  have  been  made  to  the  throne. 
•The  offices  of  treafurer,  and  ftore-keeper, 
are  confined  to  the  members  of  the  aflern- 
biy.  In  paffing  ad  laws,  the  houfe  of 
afiembly  forms  that  part  of  their  confti- 
tution,  which  the  commons  houfe  does 
in  England.  Four  of  the  council  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  governor,  and  fix  of  the  af- 
fembiy  named  by  the  fpeaker,  are  a  com¬ 
mittee  for  fettling  the  pubiic  accounts  of 

the  ifiand ;  among  which  number  is  the 
tieafurer  s  account.  The  treafurer  can¬ 
not  pay  any  public  money,  nor  make 
any  particular  appropriation  of  mo- 
ney,  without  an  a<3  of  the  ifland,  or  an 
ouio  from  the  governor  and  council. 
Tmec  01  the  council  and  four  of  the  af- 

v*  **  «  * 

fembly 
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fembly  are  appointed  a  committee  tocoF-? 
respond  with  the  agent  in  Great  Britain, 
1  he  court  of  exchequer  is  held  by  a  chief 
baron,  and  four  a  finding  barons,  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  governor  and  council.  Any 
three  make  a  court, 

Barbados c  is  divided  into  five  precindts, 
though  there  are  eleven  parifhes ;  a  judge 
and  four  affildants  prefide  in  each  pre- 
cindd.  They  hold  a  court  of  common 
pleas  for  trial  of  all  caufes  once  every 
month,  from  the  laid  Monday  in  Janua¬ 
ry  to  the  latter  end  of  September.  From 

c  St.  Michael’s  precir.61  contains,  St.  Michael’s, 
St.  George’s,  and  St.  John’s  parifhes. 

St.  James’s  precindt  contains,  Sr.  James’s  and 
St.  Thomas’s  parifhes. 

St.  Peter’s  precinct  contains,  St.  Peter’s  and  Sr, 
Lucy’s  parifhes. 

Oft  in’s  precindl  contains,  Chrift  Church  and 
St  Philip’s  parifhes. 

Scotland  precin£l  contains,  St.  Andrew’s  and 
St.  Jofeph’s  parifhes. 


thefe 
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thefe  courts  appeals  lie  in  all  caufes  above 
ten  pounds  value  to  the  governor  and 
council :  and  from  them  in  all  caufes 
above  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  king 
and  council  of  Great  Britain.  The  chief 
judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
take  the  probate  of  all  deeds.  The  gover¬ 
nor  appoints  the  two  mailers  in  chancery, 
the  efcheator,  and  folicitor  general.  The 
attorney  general  is  appointed  by  patent; 
the  judge  of  the  vice-admiralty  court, 
the  regifter,  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  the 
fecretary,  and  clerk  of  the  council,  the 
provoft  marfhal,  and  naval  officer,  are  ap¬ 
pointed  by  patent.  The  cafual  receiver 
and  auditor  general  have  their  commif- 
iionsfrom  the  crown;  the  furveyor  gene¬ 
ral,  and  other  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  are 
appointed  from  the  department  of  the 
treafury  ;  and  upon  a  vacancy  in  the  cul- 
toms  the  furveyor  general  nominates  pro 

tempore.  The  juftices  of  the  peace  are 

appointed 
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appointed  by  a  commiffion  ifiued  by  the 
governor  with  the  confent  of  the  council ; 
which  commiffion  is  generally  ifiued  foon 
after  the  appointment  of  a  governor. 
The  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  council,  appoints  a  chief  juflice  of 
the  court  of  grand  feffions,  or  general 
gaol  delivery  which  court  is  appointed 
by  law  to  be  held  twice  in  every  year* 
This  court  generally  holds  four  days,  and  is 
formed  by  the  chief  juflice,  and  any  other 
five  juftices  of  the  peace,  bix  freeholders 
from  each  parifh  are  returned  by  the  el- 
deft  member  of  council  refident  in  each 
parifh,  by  virtue  of  the  governor’s  writ 
(or  commiffion),  to  ferve  on  the  grand  in- 
queft,  and  petty  juries.  M  his  court  ac¬ 
quits  or  condemns  all  criminals,4  the 


d  Governor  Lowther  once  in  the  cafe  of  Brenaiu^ 
granted  a  pardon  to  the  criminal  before  trial.  A 
procedure  unheard  of  in  the  constitution  of  Barba¬ 
dos,  inconliftent,  apd  unprecedented  ;  however,  the 

commander 
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commander  in  chief  having  a  right  to 

O 

refpite  thofe  condemned  for  capital  crimes 
from  time  to  time  :  and  to  pardon  thofe 
convided  of  inferior  crimes.  Thejuf- 
tices  in  their  feveral  parifhes  hold  a  quar¬ 
ter  feffion  for  the  appointment  of  confta- 
bles,  and  redifying  of  abufes.  The  go¬ 
vernor  appoints  a  coroner  to  each  parifh. 
Gunners  and  matrofies  belonging-  to  each 
of  the  five  divifions  are  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  colonels  of  foot  to  which 
each  divifion  belongs ;  but  they  are  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  commander  in  chief,  at  the 
recommendation  of  the  faid  colonels. 
The  commilfioners  for  taking  care  of  the 
fortifications  are  the  members  of  council 
and  affembly,  and  field  officers  belonging 
to  each  precind.  The  governor,  as  cap¬ 
tain  general,  ufually  prefides  at  the  ccun- 

culprit  (whofe  crime  was  killing  bis  antagonift  in 
a  duel)  was  wife  enough  to  retire  to  England ,  and 
obtain  a  pardon  from  a  higher  power. 

C\U 


cils  of  war  ;  but  the  commifiion  of  prefi- 
det  of  the  councils  of  war  is  often  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  lieutenant  general.  There  are 
fix  regiments  of  foot  militia  in  the  ifiand, 

O 

and  three  of  horfe,  befides  a  troop  called 
the  horfe  guards'.  There  is  an  excellent 
armoury,  and  alio  a  good  train  or  artil¬ 
lery,  in  Barbados. 

c  The  method  of  lifting,  raifmg,  and  accoutring 
the  militia,  fee  in  the  Laws  of  Barbados^ 


Of  the  Trade,  Soil,  and  Climate. 


’^ATURE  hath  been  bountiful  by 
fortifying  the  coaft  of  Barbados, 
and  rendering  the  greateft  part  of  that 
ifland  inacceffible  to  fhips  of  fifty  tons 
and  upwards.  An  extenfive  reef  of  rocks 
runs  from  the  fouth  point  eafterly  to  the 
north-weft.  The  other  part  of  the  coaft 
the  inhabitants  have  at  a  very  great  ex-* 
pence  fortified,  by  eredting  forts  and  bat¬ 
teries  within  gun-fhot  of  each  other  ;  the 
repairs  and  maintenance  of  which  amount 
to  a  great  charge  :  an  expellee  fo  heavy 
to  the  country,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
government  of  Great-Britain  will,  fome 

O 

time  or  other,  by  their  affiftance,  allevi¬ 
ate  it. 

The  country  abounds  with  plenty  of 
provifions  of  all  forts,  and  the  coaft  is 

well  ftored  with  a  variety  of  good  fifh  : 

and 
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and  in  this  country  is  preferred  that 
antient  Britifh  hofpitality,  for  which 
Great  Britain  was  once  fo  defervedly 
famed. 

It  muft  not  be  concealed  that  this 
ifland,  undoubtedly,  wants  an  internal 
place  of  ftrength  for  the  inhabitants, 
which  would  ferve  as  a  fecurity,  after  an 
unfuccefsful  defence  :  fuch  a  fortification 

as  might  be  eredted,  would,  under  pref- 
fing  cireumftances,.  be  a  means  of  pre¬ 
ferring  the  ifland,  until  the  king’s  fleet 
could  get  to  its  afli fiance. 

\ 

The  plantations  of  Barbados,  oppref- 
fed  by  taxes,  impoverifhed  by  mifma- 
nagement,  and  loaded  by  the  great  and 
neceflary  expences  of  their  management 
(particularly,  the  advanced  price  of  ne¬ 
groes),  yield  not  now  the  profits  they  for¬ 
merly  afforded  :  notwithftanding  the 

high 
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high  feftimation  Europeans  may  fet  upoii 
Weft  India  eftates,  yet  it  is  an  indifput- 
able  that  the  landed  intereft  of  Bar¬ 
bados  (that  is  throughout  the  whole 
ifland)  does  not  clear  communibus  annis 
four  per  cent,  eftimating  the  principal  at 
what  land  ufually  fells  for  :  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  woods  of  that  ifland,  thousrh 

7  O 

it  renders  the  country  more  healthful,- 
hath  decreafed  the  quantity  of  rain,  and 
hath  been  thereby  detrimental  to  the 
planters  f*  The  foil  of  Barbados  is  in 

f  1  o  bear  up  againft  fo  many  difcouragements,  the 
mmoft  (kill  ought  to  be  exerted  in  adjuring  the  bu- 
finefs  of  an  eftate  ;  and,  though  it  is  true,  that  the 
want  of  feafbnable  weather  is  fufficient  to  bafHe  the 
greateft  abilities  of  the  planter,  yet  it  is  equally  true,' 
that  the  failure  of  thefe  effates  proceeds  very  fre¬ 
quently  from  unfkilful  management  ;  fo  that  when 
iome  effates,  that  are  well  attended  to,  yield  a  very 
profitable  income,  others  again  afford  little  or  no 
profit.  Indeed  it  may  be  find  with  juffice  and  pro¬ 
priety,  that  an  eftate  as  often  fails  from  the  unfkih 

general 


general  fruitful,  but  very  different  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  frequently 

fulnefs  of  the  proprietor,  in  not  maintaining  a  full 
quantity  of  flock  upon  it,  as  from  the  unfkilfulnefs 
of  the  Reward  (or  manager)  :  for  the  former,  how¬ 
ever,  feme  reafcnable  excufes  may  be  made,  as  the 
want  of  credit  (a  circumftance  always  definitive 
to  the  good  condition  of  a  Weft-India  eftate)  or 
the  want  of  opportunity  to  purchafe  {lock  :  but  for 
the  latter  no  juft  apology  whatever  can  be  offered. 
Thus,  notwithftanding  the  uncertainty  of  profit, 
the  unavoidable  expence  attending  an  eftate  is 
certain,  and  is  inconceivably  great.  Suppofe,  for  in- 
ftance,  an  eftate  of  only  two  hundred  and  fixty 
acres  :  to  work  this  properly,  muft  be  maintained 
upon  it  one  hundred  and  eighty  negroes,  one 
hundred  horned  cattle,  twelve  horfes,  forty  (beep, 
three  tenants  (or  militia  men)  fuppofe  with  three 
in  each  family,  who  fupport  themfelves  from  the 
profits  of  the  ground  allowed  them:  a  fteward  (or 
manager)  whofe  annual  falary  may  be  from  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds :  an  under 
fteward  (or  driver),  a  diftiller,  and  two  apprentices, 
whofe  falaries  together  may  be  forty- five  pounds 
per  annum  :  add  to  this,  the  falaries  of  a  town  agent 

I  in 
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in  the  fame  eflate.  Some  fpots  afford  a 
heavy  clay  foil,  others  a  light  hand ;  fomea 
dark  heavy,  others  a  light  red  earth ;  fome 
parts  wet  and  fwampy,  others  dry  and 
gravelly :  bat  the  land,  almoft  every 
where,  for  the  produdion  of  fugar,  re¬ 
quires  rich  manure;  the  preparation  of 
which  fhews  thefkill  of  the  planter,  as 
fome  parts  of  the  ifland  require  a  light, 
others  a  heavy  manure  ;  and  fometimes 

rs nd  book-pcfter  at  fifteen  or  twenty  pounds  each  ; 

* 

of  an  apothecary  at  thirty,  or  forty  pounds  per 
annum ;  of  a  farrier  at  fifteen  or  twenty;  the 
commiilions  of  an  EngH(h  agent  at  two  and  an 

O  O 

half  per  cent .  freight  of  fugars,  taxes,  duties,  re¬ 
pairs  of  buildings,  and  many  incidental  expences  : 
nor  muft  we  forget  the  maintenance  of  the  propri¬ 
etor  and  his  family,-  with  eight  or  ten  fervants* 
From  thefe  particulars  may  be  learnt  the  reafonable- 
nefs  of  the  above  affertion,  that  the  landed  intereft 
in  general  does  not  neat  four  per  cent,  annually.. 
The  land,  though  long  worn,  will,  it  is  thought 
by  many  good  planters,  produce  as  much  as  ever 
it  did,  afTiftcd  by  manure. 


both 
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both  in  the  fame  e-ftate.  The  manufac¬ 
ture  of  fugar  is  ingenious  as  well  as  uie- 
ful.  It  is  attended  with  great  labour 
and  expence,  and  requires  Hull  and  indus¬ 
try  to  perfed  it.  It  was  brought  to  pret¬ 
ty  good  perfection  lb  early  as  1650  ;  but 
tobacco  was  firft  planted  here,  which  at 
that  time  turned  to  no  good  account. 
The  inhabitants  were  taught  tire  art  of 
making  lugar  by  the  Dutch,  a  tie  cane 
plant  was  firft  brought  hither  from  Fer- 
nambucca  in  Brafil,  The  Barbadians 
rear  all  their  horned  cattle  and  fheep,  but 
few  horfes  are  bred  here  :  tlieie  are 
brought  chiefly  from  the  continent  of 
America,  and  forne  few  from  England  : 
the,.  Enfdifh  horfes  are  beft  adapted  for 
the  faddle  ;  the  American  hories  for  hard 
labour. 


The  trade  of  Barbados  is  yet  fiourifh- 
ine  and  confiderable,  notwithfianding.  the 

1  2  difcou- 


difcouragements  given  to  it  by  taxes,  by 
duties,  by  the  acceflion  of  the  large  ifland 
of  Jamaica,  by  the  conqueft  of  Grenada, 
by  the  acquilition  of  the  late  neutral 
iflands,  by  granting  a  free  port  to  Domi¬ 
nique,  by  the  diftillation  of  fpirits  upon 
the  continent  of  America,  by  the  want 
of  a  proper  ftandard  or  regulation  of  the 
value  of  gold  throughout  the  Weft  India 
iflands  3  and  laftly,  by  the  clandeftine 
trade,  which  the  Dutch  of  St.  Eultatia 
have  formerly  been  famed  for. 

The  annual  internal  expence  of  Barba¬ 
dos  amounts  to  fixteen  thoufand  pounds, 
befides  the  confiderable  duties  paid  to  the 
mother  country.  Bridge- town  E,  the 
metropolis  of  that  ifland,  before  the  two 

/ 

g  Bridge  -town  is  now  rebuilding  with  a  becoming 
elegance  and  uniformity ;  fome  ufeful  meafures 
having  been  taken  by  the  Icgillature  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 


deflrudtive 
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dedru&ive  fires  in  1766,  confided  of 
about  fifteen  hundred  dwelling-houfes 
and  ftores,  chiefly  built  of  brick  and 

done,  and  which  were  in  general  fpa- 

♦ 

cious,  and  elegantly  decent  :  the  rents 
of  the  houfes  amounted  to  about  forty 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum.  There  are 
in  that  ifland  three  other  towns  of  finailer 
note,  called  Odin’s,  St.  James’s,  and 
Speight’s.  There  are  few  public  build¬ 
ings  in  Barbados.  The  town-hall  where 
the  council  and  aflembly  meet,  and  where 
the  courts  ofjudiceare  held  ;  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  houfe  and  arfenal  fituated  a  mile 
from  Bridge-town,  and  the  churches,  are 
all  that  can  properly  be  fo  termed.  The 
churches  are  fpacious,  handfome  build¬ 
ings  ;  the  pews  and  pulpits  are  of  cedar  : 
and  all  the  ornaments  as  decent  as  any 
where  in  the  Britifh  empire. 

The  great  value  of  Barbados  to  Great- 
Britain  is  bed  known  from  its  vad  con- 

I  3  fuinption 
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fumption  or  Britifh  and  Irifli  manufac¬ 
tures  and  commodities  :  add  to  this,  the 
wealth  expended  by,  and  the  confump- 
tion  of  Barbadians  who  refide  in  Eng¬ 
land  :  nor  mull  we  forget  the  large 
amount  of  the  king’s  cuftoms  arifing 
from  the  produce  of  this  colony.  It  is 
judged,  according  to  an  accurate  calcu¬ 
lation,  that  four  hundred  fhips  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  tons  and  upwards  are 
employed  in  the  trade  of  this  ifland  : 
from  hence  a  nurfery  and  fupport  of  fea- 
men.  It  is  fuppofed  too,  that  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  exports  from  Great  Britain 
alone,  imported  into  this  ifland,  in  cer¬ 
tificate  goods,  Britifh  produce,  and  ma¬ 
nufactures,  is  about  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.  I  he  goods  lent 
from  Great  Britain  are  chiefly  woollen, 
linen,  Manchefter  velvets,  fllk,  iron, 
brafs,  copper,  leather,  laces  for  linen, 

hats,  wigs,  fhoes,  Hookings,  china,  glafs, 

earthen 


earthen  wares,  pictures,  clocks,  watches, 
jewels,  plate,  gold  and  fdver  lace,  me¬ 
dicines,  oats,  peafe,  beans,  cheefe,  bacon, 
flarch,  oatmeal,  gunpowder,  bricks,  tiles, 
lead,  paint,  oil,  coals,  cordage,  to  gar, 
pots,  and  drips,  hoops,  pewter,  foap, 
candles,  fnuff,  cut  tobacco,  pipes,  cards, 
refined  fugar,  wine,  beer,  ale,  cyder, 
perry,  fpice,  fruit,  tea,  pickles,  guns, 
fwords,  piftols,  walking  canes,  horles, 
mules,  grind-ftones,  paving-ftones,  books, 
toys,  ftationary,  cutlery,  Birmingham, 
and  haberdalbery  wares,  coaches,  cha¬ 
riots,  chaifes,  all  forts  or  houfhold-goods. 
See.  befides  the  fupplies  from  Ireland,  and 
the  very  confiderable  importations  of  tim¬ 
ber,  fifh,  &c.  from  the  northern  colonies  ; 
add  to  this,  the  trade  to  Madeira  and  the 
coafl  of  Africa,  from  which  lad  place 
the  importation  of  negroes  is  very  great : 
a  trade  that  employs  many  (hips  be- 

I  4  longing 
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longing  to  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Lancafter, 
and  Glafgow,  as  well  as  from  London. 

As  to  tlie  exports  of  Barbados,  fugar  is 
its  ifapje  :  the  following  is  a  computati¬ 
on  taken  from  good  authority,  of  what 
may  have  been  the  exports  of  Barbados 
communibus  annu  h  for  the  la  ft  ten  years : 


20000  hhds.  of  fugar, 
6coo  hhds.  of  rum, 
4^70  bags  and  barrels 
ot  ginger, 

600  bags  of  cotton, 

500  hhds,  of  fugar, 
X650  of  rum, 

10  of  molafles, 

$hc  hhds.  of  fugar, 
2580  of  rum, 

22  of  molaftbs. 


Shipped  to  London,  Briftol, 
Liverpool,  Lancafter, 
F almouth,  Whitehaven, 
and  moft  other  parts  of 
Great  Britain  ;  the  rum 
is  ulually  re-fhipped  to 
Ireland, 

to  Philadelphia, 


to  Virginia  and  Maryland, 


h  2200  hhds.  cf  fugar,  and  7000  of  rum,  are  fuppofed  to 
he  confumed  annually  in  the  ifland.  An  hhd.  of  fugar  weighs 
from  twelve  to  fxteen  hundred  weight  j  an  hhd.  of  rum  con¬ 
tains  too  gallons.  The  cotton  trade  has  been  much  nega¬ 
t'd  ;  nom  a  proper  tupply  of  cotton,  the  inhabitants  might 
manufacture  feme  parts  of  their  apparel,  and  thus  the  lower 
fort  of  the  people  might  be  ufefully  employed. 

700  hhds. 


[  123  ] 


700  hhds.  of  fugar, 
2020  of  rum, 

50  of  molafles, 

1  po  hhds.  of  fugar,  1 
450  of  rum,  J 

280  hhds.  of  fugar,  1 
1050  of  rum,  J 

1 20  hhds.  of  fugar, 
1500  of  rum, 

20  of  molafTes, 

40  hhds.  of  fugar, 
180  of  rum, 


to  New  England, 


to  New  York  and  Jerfey. 
to  N.  and  S,  Carolina, 


to  Newfoundland. 


to  Bermudas. 


From  the  above  calculation,  may  be 
learnt  the  great  utility  of  this  colony  a- 

lone  to  the  mother  country ;  not  only  by 
the  fupply  of  its  manufactures,  which 
prevents  large  fums  of  money  from  being 
carried  out  of  England  to  purchafe  thefe 
commodities  in  foreign  countries,  but 
alfo  by  employing  and  fupporting  a  very 
great  number  of  feamen,  artificers,  and 
manufacturers,  who  are  concerned  in  the 
feveral  branches  of  trade  dependent  on 
the  fugar  illands.  If  then  this  fmall  co¬ 
lony  is  fo  ufeful  to  Great  Britain,  as  from 

hence 


i 
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hence  it  appears  to  be,  of  how  much 
more  cor.fequence  muft  all  her  colonies 
together  be  found  ?  Surely  of  fo  much 
benefit,  as  to  be  intitled  always  to  her 
protedion,  encouragement,  and  affiftance. 

From  their  refources  the  colonies  claim 
a  fhare  of  the  merit  of  having  raifed 
Great  Britain  to  be  one  of  the  firll:  king¬ 
doms  in  Europe  for  power  and  opulence, 
as  file  is  undoubtedly  the  firft:  country  in 
the  world  for  affording  every  conveni¬ 
ence  and  bleffing  of  life. 

f 

The  white  inhabitants  of  Barbados  are 
computed  to  be  about  twenty-two  thou¬ 
sand,  and  the  flaves  to  be  about  feventy- 
two  thoufand 1 * 3 :  a  large  number  to  be 

1  A  i\ ate  of  flavery  naturally  fills  an  European 

jnind  with  ideas  of  pity  and  deteftation,  and  furniflies 

3  plaufible  objection  againfl  thofe  countries  that  ad- 
oiit  it :  but  when  we  confider  (what  really  is  the 
cafe)  that  the  negro  flaves  are  ccnffantly  lupplied 

maintained 
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maintained  in  fo  fmall  an  ifland.  In  St, 
John’s  parifli,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  Bridge-town,  is  a  college  for  the 
education  of  youth ;  and  a  very  large  efta<.e, 
capable  of  clearing  three  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum  Englhh  (or  Sterling)  money, 

with  food,  with  cloaths,  with  houfes,  with  apothe¬ 
caries  to  infpect  their  health;  all  which  create  a 
large  annual  expence  to  their  matters  ;  that  though 
they  labour  much,  yet  that  they  have  their  hours  and 
fometimes  days  of  recreation,  we  are  excited  to  con¬ 
clude  their  fituation  to  be  lefs  miferable,  than  that 
of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  many  European  countries : 
nor  have  the  flaves  that  idea  of  liberty  which  Euro¬ 
pean  nations  have;  and  which,  if  they  pcfleflcd, 
would  tend  much  to  heighten  their  wretchednefs ; 
but  their  ignorance  in  a  great  meauire  alleviate^  their 
unhappinefs,  and  adds  to  their  content.  They  who 
chufebaptifm  are  not  denied  it  :  but  neither  baptifm, 
nor  a  refidence  in  Europe,  is  fufficient  to  (hake  oft 
their  ftate  of  flavery.  Few  of  thele  poor  wretches 
{hew  any  difpofitiofi  to  hearken  to  the  doAnne  of 
Chriftianity  :  they  are  fo  fond  of  their  own  idolatiy, 

that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  convert  them. 

* 


i 
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was  left  by  Mr.  Codrington  to  fupport 
this  charitable  inftitution ;  from  whence, 
under  proper  regulations,  many  advanta¬ 
ges  might  be  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  ifland.  jl  here  are  two  ftreams  in 
Barbados  called  rivers,  one  in  the  eaft,  and 
the  other  in  the  fouth  well  part  of  the 
ifland.  In  the  center  are feveral  bitumi¬ 
nous  fprings,  fome  of  which  furnifh  the 
green  tar,  or  great  ufe  in  many  diftempers, 

and  often  fupplies  the  want  of  pitch  and 
lamp  oil. 

Barbados  abounds  with  wells  of  ex¬ 
ceeding  good  water,  and  contains  large 
refervoirs  of  rain  water:  the  woods  hav¬ 
ing  been  oearoyed,  and  the  land  convert¬ 
ed  into  corn  and  cane  fields;  the  ifland 
prefen ts  to  the  eye  the  moft  beautiful  ap- 
P'*.a,  anec  of  fpring,  fummer,  and  autumn  : 
nor  is  there  any  place  in  the  Weft-Indies 
comparable  to  Barbados  for  the  elegancies 

and 


and  conveniencies  of  life.  The  fruits 
(amongft  which,  the  pine  and  orange  are 
in  very  great  perfection)  are  feldom  or 
never  out  of  feafon,  and  are  by  no  means 

inferior  to  the  European  fruits  k. 

/ 

The  conveniencies  of  travelling  in  this 
country  are  few  ;  for  though  every  man- 
fion  affords  an  hofpitable  reception  to  the 
traveller,  yet,  with  good  matenals,  the 
public  roads  are  very  bad.  It  ought  to 
be  the  policy  of  every  country  to  have  the 
means  of  travelling  made  agreeable,  and 
to  open  an  eafy  intercourfe  witn  diffei- 
ent  parts  of  the  country  ;  and  the  Barba¬ 
dians  negledt  their  own  intereft,  as  well 
as  convenience,  by  neglecting  their  pub¬ 
lic  roads.  Turnpikes  might  be  eftablifh- 
ed  here  ;  if  not  in  the  country,  yet  they 
may  in  the  town,  and  the  avenues  leading 

k  For  their  defeription,  fee  Hughes’s  Natural 
Hiftory  of  Barbados. 


to 
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to  the  town  and  the  annual  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney  now  ufelefs’y  raifed  in  each  parifb, 
for  repairing  the  roads,  might  be  collected 
by  a  different  tax,  and  formed  into  a  fund, 
under  the  d ire-diion  of  commiffioners  in 
each  precindt,  who,  employing  fkilful, 
and  laborious  furvevcrs,  might  make 
good  roads,  and  alter  the  face  of  this 
country  to  a  great  advantage.  Many 
horned  cattle  and  horfes  are  now  killed 
every  year  by  the  badnefs  of  the  roads : 
hence  one  fource  of  the  expences  of  the 
planter’s  eflates. 

The  climate,  though  warm,  is  by  no 
means  unhealthful.  The  heat  is  much 
alleviated  by  a  conllant  coed  fea-breeze. 
The  glafs  (or  thermometer)  feldom  ex¬ 
ceeds  88  j  but  it  is  as  fddom  lower  than 
-2.  This  will  appear  moderate,  com¬ 
pared  to  fome  parts  of  the  continent  ot 
America,  where  the  glais  has  reached 
103.  Regularity  here,  as  in  almofl  all 


countries. 
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countries,  will  preferve,  and  fometimes 
will  give,  good  health.  Europeans, 
when  they  firft  come  to  this  ifland,  are 
too  negledtful  of  the  neceffary  care  re¬ 
quired  in  a  hot  climate,  and  often  reel  the 
fatal  effedts  of  fuch  inattention  ;  but  the 
natives  enjoy  good  health,  and  frequently 
live  to  a  very  old  age.  There  were  liv¬ 
ing  in  this  ifland  a  few  yeare  ago,  within 
fix  miles  of  eaeh  other,  five  men,  whole 
a^es  together  exceeded  four  hundred 

CD  O 

years ;  and  there  lately  died  in  this  ifland, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  years,  Mrs.  Vaughan,  a  gentlewo¬ 
man  who  had  always  refided  upon  the 
ifland.  She  had  eight  brothers  and  one 
lifter,  who  all  lived  to  fee  the  youngeft: 
upwards  of  fixty  years  old  ;  the  longevity 
of  its  inhabitants  proves  the  healthfulnefs 
of  a  country.  Nor  muft  the  author  of 
thefe  fheets  negledt  to  relate  what  has 


fallen  within  his  own  obfervations  on  this 

fubjedt. 
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fubjed.  He  knew  two  gentlemen,  whofe 
extreme  ill  health  would  not  permit  them 
to  live  in  England,  the  one  on  account  of 
a  rheumatic,  the  other  on  account  of  a 
gouty  complaint,  much  relieved,  and 
their  health  preferved,  by  exchanging  the 
climate  of  England  for  that  of  Barbados. 
From  hence  let  us  be  taught,  not  to  judge 
too  rafhly  of  the  inconveniencies  of  a 
warm  climate.  God  made  all  countries 
to  be  inhabited  ;  and  probably  he  has 
bellowed  feme  advantages  upon  thofe 
climates  between  the  tropicks,  which 
colder  regions  want. 
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A  LIST  of  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of 
Barbados  from  its  Firft  Settlement. 

Anno  t 

1629  ^^jOlonel  Henry  Hawley  appointed  Governor 
1641  Philip  Bell,  Efq.  Lieutenant  Governor 
1650  Francis  Lord  Willoughby, "] 

1652  Daniel  Searle,  Efq.  >  Governors 

1660  Thomas  Modiford,  Efq.  J 

1661  Humphrey  Walrond,  Efq.  Prefidcnt 
1663  Francis  Lord  Willoughby,  J 


1667  William  Lord  Willoughby,  >  Governors 


1674  Sir  Jonathan  Atkins,  Knt. 

2680  Richard  Dutton,  Efq.  Governor 
1685  Edwin  Stede,  Lieutenant  Governor 
1690  James  Kendal,  Efq. 


jovernors 


1694  The  Hon.  James  Ruffel, 


1696  Francis  Bond,  Efq.  Prefident 
1698  T.  he  Hon.  Ralph  Grey,  Governor 
1701  John  Farmer,  Efq.  Prefident 
1703  Sir  Bevill  Granvill,  Knt.  ") 


1707  Mitford  Crow,  Efq 


Governors 


2711  Robert  Lowther,  Efq. 

1714  William  Sharpe,  Efq.  Prefident 
1713  Robert  Lowther,  Efq.  Governor 
1720  John  Frere,  Efq.  Prefident 
2721  Samuel  Cox,  Efq.  Prefident 


.  K 
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Anno 

*■  •  r 

1722  Henry  Worfiey,  Efq.  Governor 

1731  Samuel  Berwick,  Efq.  1 

1732  James  Dottin,  Efq.  J  n 


Prefidents 


3733  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  Governor 
1735  James  Dottin,  Efq.  Prefident 
3^739  R°bert  Byng,  Efq.  Governor 
1740  James  Dottin,  Efq.  Prefident 
1742  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  Bart. 
1747  The  Hon.  Henry  Grenville, 


1753  R^ph  Weekes,  Efq.  Prefident 
1736  Charles  Pinfold,  Efq.  Governor 
1766  Samuel  Rous,  Efq.  Prefident 
3768  iWilliam  Spry,  Efq.  Governor. 
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